
28th Annual Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation Pow Wow

MATTAPONI TRIBAL
NEWSLETTER 

July 1, 2026

🪶The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and
Reservation held our 28  Annual Pow

Wow on June 20 , 2026! This was a day
filled with singing, drumming, dancing,
and for some, a reunion of families who

have not seen each other for some
time. We want to thank each and every

dancer, singer, volunteer, sponsor,
vendor, and community member who
showed up and showed out to support

this event. Without your help, the
success of this event wouldn’t have

been possible!
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Photo credits: LJPhotos on Facebook

Photo credits: Vincent Mattera on Facebook

❤️With an attendance of
around 1100 people, the
culture of the Mattaponi

people was shared far and
wide beyond Reservation

boundaries. We are deeply
appreciative of everyone who
attended and had an interest

in learning more about our
rich culture and history. 



Citizen Appreciation Day
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Powhatan Shinny League
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Shinny season is in full swing! Fields and players
are warmed up and are ready to keep the

competition rolling. Please note the dates in
which shinny will be held here right on the

Reservation: 

🏑Saturday, 7/4 (Citizen Appreciation Day) @
6pm

Feel free to connect with the Powhatan Shinny
League on Facebook to keep up with more shinny

news!

 👣Nation to Nation Walking Initiative
Update👣

We have been making steady progress on
our walks from “Nation to Nation”!  Thank
you to everyone who has joined us so far

and helped move us closer to our
destinations through every step taken. 

As a reminder, if you are unable to join us
for our in-person walks or if you walk on
your own time, please remember to log

your miles using the Microsoft form
below so your steps can count toward

our collective journey!

 Log your walks here:
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGL

kS

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGLkS
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGLkS


Henrico County Public Schools Visits Reservation
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Top left: Tribal Citizen
Samuel McGowan

Middle: Henrico County
Public Schools

educators and Tribal
Citizen Lois Custalow
Carter in front of the

Mattaponi Indian
Museum

Bottom right: Tribal
Citizen Lois Custalow

Carter

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation hosted educators from
Henrico County Public Schools on Wednesday, June 24th.

Educators also had the pleasure of visiting Sharon Indian School
and Indian View Baptist Church across from the Upper Mattaponi

Tribal grounds.

 Lois Custalow Carter provided a tour of the Mattaponi Museum and
Denise Custalow Davis provided a tour of the Minnie Ha-Ha

Educational Trading Post. We enjoyed our visitors and truly hope
the sights and sounds brought some insight into the deep history
and culture of both the Mattaponi and Upper Mattaponi Tribes.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/109706854119/user/100005036220399/?__cft__[0]=AZal8Xl_QPoiOQbvwoBr-Hd_Tql1J8mv_q8JwMopKK_HL9HmQz8rcgCPIgBHBxvPOAATUtTY_oBuPfE5J1hPiYipRRuhWQKPBVDLUd950J8TZ35ufExqmzt0fuCWFYe6YlN7yp-Axj2wI32tUCyaIlzDEmwc7VA9sXdzGOxp2cxjPNLmmtlbyQjDv3SzMJiEoVGu2Jzc7LffCVO8Ld_DZUxuL3rtaVCRcHxD1y5PDDD6DQ&__tn__=-]K-R


Beading Workshop

VA250 Passports Available
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🙏Thank you to everyone who
attended our Art of Beading

Workshop on June 13th, where
participants of all ages learned

the art of creating beautiful
beaded earrings while spending

time together in a welcoming and
supportive environment!

The room was filled with
conversation, laughter, learning,

and a shared appreciation for
Native artistry and cultural

expression. 🫶

📚The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation
has received 20 Virginia 250 Passports, and
they are available free of charge on a first-

come, first-served basis!

📍One of the featured destinations is The
Sovereign Nations and Indian Tribes of Virginia,

including opportunities to learn about and
engage with Virginia’s Tribal communities. This

page is pre-stamped when you pickup!

📱 Interested in getting a passport? Please
reach out the Assistant Tribal Administrator,

Sara Jefferson:  text/call (804)824-7896 or
email sara.jefferson@mattaponi.gov.

Passports are limited, so be sure to reserve
yours soon!

https://virginiahistory.org/virginia-250-passport


We’re looking for enumerators!
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 🎉The Mattaponi Indian Tribe is looking for
enumerators to support our upcoming Tribal Census!
This is an important opportunity to help ensure every

Tribal Citizen is counted and represented.

 📝Enumerators play a key role by assisting
community members with completing their census

forms, answering questions, and helping gather
accurate information that strengthens our Tribe’s

future.

 💸Stipends will be provided for your time and
participation.

 Scan the QR code on the flier or follow this link to
sign up and learn more about how you can get

involved.

 ⭐Get ready to make an impact!
We’re opening up exciting

opportunities for Tribal Citizens
to get involved in the Mattaponi

Indian Tribe & Reservation
Steering Committee and other
volunteer roles that help shape
the future of our community. 💛

🗣️Your voice matters, and this is
your chance to be part of

something meaningful for our
Tribe and future generations. 

Scan the QR code or follow this
link to complete the form.

Interested in volunteering?

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/cpVYMAUymt
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/cpVYMAUymt
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/cpVYMAUymt


Federal Recognition Petition Update
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✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for
new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.

✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30
PM. The next meeting will be held on July 16th, 2026, at the Community Building.

✅The Environmental, Housing, and Administrative offices are open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities, events, and
unforeseen circumstances. 
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Notary Services

The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment

process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with
Tribal Citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued
patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions

regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office at (804) 353-5908.

📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!  
The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to

provide FREE notary services to our Tribal
Citizens! 🖊️  
✔️ Convenient  
✔️ Reliable  

✔️ Here to serve our community  
📅 By Appointment Only  

To schedule or ask questions, please contact:  
📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)  
📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)  

We’re here to support you—reach out today to
book your appointment.

Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens
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Get Yours Today!

Brochures Provided by VTEC:
Virginia Tribal Education Consortium 

Brochures and printed resources
are available at the Mattaponi

Community Building. You’re
encouraged to stop by and pick up
information between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday.
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Students and families can now access a variety of career and education
brochures supplied by VTEC. 

•  Trade and industrial career
pathways
•  College planning and choosing
the right program
•  Scholarship opportunities
•  Financial aid guidance
•  Career readiness and success
strategies

Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition
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Materials cover topics such as:

The Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer
Coalition (VA‑NNAC) continues its monthly tribal‑led

partnership with VCU Massey Cancer Center
representatives, dedicated to reducing cancer
disparities among Virginia’s Tribal Nations. The
coalition strengthens cancer prevention, early

detection, and access to care through culturally
grounded, community‑driven strategies.

VA‑NNAC collaborates with Tribal leaders and tribal
lead representatives from 11 Virginia Tribes, health

professionals, and public health partners to support
education, screening, patient navigation, and data

sovereignty. Its work honors Tribal sovereignty,
respects cultural traditions, and ensures that

cancer‑related initiatives reflect the priorities of
Virginia’s Native communities.
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Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church Newsletter Update
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“Celebration of the Nation” Sunday

Future Events

                                                        We will be celebrating our nation and
honoring our past in a special service on Sunday, July 5  th.

Youth Service – Honoring the Class of 2026
On July 19 at the 11:00 a.m. service, Mattaponi Indian Baptist

Church will host a special Youth Service honoring our 2026
graduates. Please come out and support our youth as we

celebrate their achievements and future endeavors.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Vacation Bible School will be held from July 15  to July
17 , from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. You're invited to discover

the BIGNESS OF GOD in the SMALLEST of things!
Magnified - Psalm 34:3

th

th

Homecoming & Revival
Mark your calendars

for our annual
Homecoming at the

Mattaponi Indian
Baptist Church being
held on August 23 ,
2026. Revival will be
the following week

with more details to
come.

rd
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July 1, 2026

MATTAPONI HOUSING
OFFICE 
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We are pleased to announce that we have been awarded funding through Virginia
Humanities for our upcoming initiative, “Mattaponi Indian Tribe’s Cultural

Preservation Community Project”.  With the help of our very own Samuel McGowan
and tribal citizens like you, a new outdoor exhibit will be built, showcasing our

traditional lifeways. Beginning this fall, we will build a traditional camp-style hunting
and fishing yehakin (dwelling) on our tribal grounds. From start to finish, tribal citizens
like you will learn the skills of hand-selecting the right saplings, debarking, and other

traditional construction methods. The scene will be set with a smoking rack and
ramada (work shelter). The hunting/fishing camp yehakin is scheduled to debut at next
year's pow wow, for all to enjoy. It will be the first of many installations within our new

living campsite. 

As we look ahead, we want to give special thanks because this project is made
possible in part by a grant through Virginia Humanities. We also wish to thank Samuel

McGowan for his continued willingness to share knowledge and skills with future
generations. Everyone, stay tuned for how you can get involved in keeping these

practices alive!



11

JUNE 2026 • EDITION 49

July 1, 2026

Home Rehabilitation Program Updates

Home inspections have been scheduled for our next round of
program applicants! By providing a certified home inspection,

our program can identify what each house needs, often beyond
what is originally obvious to the homeowner. Previous home
inspections have been helpful in discovering unknown issues

such as water leaks, active termite infestations, and dangerous
electrical hazards. With the detailed knowledge a home

inspection report provides, we can better prioritize
rehabilitation goals and optimize our budget. 

Mattaponi Culture At Your Doorstep

It was wonderful seeing everyone at
the 28  Annual Pow Wow. Our team
and volunteers were able to share

program information and sell home
goods that celebrate our culture. 

th

The housing booth nearly sold out of
merchandise! There are a few

“Wingapo” welcome mats left. The
remaining door mats will be for sale

at our upcoming Citizen Appreciation
Day on July 4th at the Reservation.

We hope to see you there. 



Mattaponi Home Maintenance

As the weather heats up, storms are becoming more frequent. If your roof is
damaged by severe weather, here is how to spot the difference between a
“storm chaser” and a roofing professional. “Storm Chaser” companies are

often from out of town, are unfamiliar with local building codes, and have no
history or reputation in the area. Avoid hiring roofers who are just passing
through the area and knocking door to door. Scammers may also require

large deposits before being willing to schedule the job. A scammer may ask
for an “Assignment of Benefits” when following through with an insurance

claim, but you should never give control of your homeowner’s insurance to
your contractor. 

MAY 2026 • EDITION 48

Mattaponi Housing Office:
Lois - 804-824-7884

Sarah - 804-824-7878

Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing
Rehabilitation

lois.carter@mattaponi.gov

Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab -
sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov

Housing@mattaponi.gov
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Avoid Roofing
Scams

When hiring a roofing professional,
look for companies with a local

reputation and address. Referrals are
the best way to ensure you are happy
with your end product. Before signing
contracts, demand proof of insurance
and an active contractor’s license. A
50% deposit is industry standard for

most roofing companies. And
remember, reputable companies won’t

require final payment until the job is
complete. 



July 1, 2026
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MATTAPONI
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE 

June’s Water Monitoring

The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River during a
June 3  high tide monitoring session. rd

June 3rd Monitoring

·Air Temperature – 24°C / 75.2°F
·Dissolved Oxygen – 6.0 and 6.0 mg/l
·pH Level – 6.51 su
·Salinity – 0.0 ppt
·Water Clarity - 26.3 cm
·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F
·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.26 in
·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.0 in

        Wednesday, July 8th,       
  from 12pm - 2pm

13

Looking ahead, the department
will be conducting our water

monitoring sessions on:

NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress

Great news! The final engineering designs for the NOAA-funded project
have been completed by Blossom Engineering, marking an important

milestone in the project's development. The Environmental Department is
now moving into the next phase by presenting the finalized plans to the

contractors previously contacted for the project. Contractor bids will be
prepared/updated based on the completed engineering designs and
presented to Tribal Council for review and selection. Following the

contractor selection process, the project will advance into the active
construction phase.
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Roots of Resilience Project - 
Restoring our Relatives Final Planting Complete

The Mattaponi Environmental Department is proud to announce the completion of the final
planting phase of our Living Shoreline Restoration Project along the Mattaponi River. This

milestone represents an important step in restoring native plants that protect our shoreline
while reconnecting our community with culturally significant plant ancestors. 

By combining traditional ecological knowledge with modern restoration practices, this project
demonstrates that protecting the Mattaponi River also means preserving the cultural heritage,

traditions, and environmental stewardship that have defined the Mattaponi people for countless
generations.

A living shoreline is a nature-based approach to protecting shorelines from erosion by using
native plants and natural materials that support healthy coastal ecosystems. Through the First
Nations Development Institute's Restoring Our Ancestors Grant, the Mattaponi Environmental
Department has planted culturally and ecologically significant native species along the living
shoreline. These plants help improve water quality, air quality, and soil health while providing

valuable habitat for native insects, fish, birds, and other wildlife. To track ecosystem health, the
Environmental Department conducts monthly monitoring of soil, water, and plant tissue

throughout the site. Over the course of five planting events, more than 4,000 native plants have
been installed along the 455 linear feet of shoreline. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this program a success. This project was
made possible through the support and partnership of our tribal staff and citizens, neighboring
Tribal Nations, Dominion Energy’s NATIV Employee Resource Group, the York River Stewardship,

Friends of the Dragon Run, staff member from Machicomoco State Park, King William High
School students, and Emerald Wetlands Forestry. Your time, expertise, and commitment to

protecting and restoring our natural resources have strengthened our restoration efforts and
helped ensure a healthier, more resilient future for our community and the Mattaponi River.



Roots of Resilience Project - 
Restoring our Relatives Final Planting Complete
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This project reconnects our community with culturally significant plant ancestors that have
sustained our people for generations. The following native species were planted as part of the

restoration, each serving an important ecological and cultural purpose: 

Plants 
of the 

Mattaponi

Three Square
 A native sedge that

grows in shallow
water and wet soils.

Its triangular
stems provide food

and cover for
wildlife.

It spreads by rhizomes, forming dense
stands along wetland edges.

 Native Americans used three square
stems for weaving mats, baskets, and

other useful items.

Four Sides

 A wetland sedge with distinctive
four-angled stems. It helps stabilize

shorelines and thrives in moist
habitats.

Its dense growth can
improve water quality by

trapping sediment.

Native Americans
used sedges like four

sides for basketry,
cordage, and

weaving materials.

Duck
 Potato

An aquatic plant
with arrow-

shaped leaves and
edible

underground
tubers. Its seeds

and tubers are an
important food

source for
waterfowl.

White, three-petaled
flowers bloom

above the water
during the growing

season.

Native Americans harvested and
ate the nutritious tubers, which

were an important seasonal food
source.

Arrow Arum
A native aquatic plant with large arrowhead-shaped leaves.

It grows in shallow water and offers shelter for fish and
amphibians.

Bright red berry clusters appear in late summer and persist
into fall.

Native Americans
processed the starchy

roots for food, carefully
preparing them to remove

irritating compounds.

Button Bush
A shrub known for
its unique round
clusters of white

flowers. It supports
pollinators and

provides cover for
birds and other

wildlife.

The nectar-rich
blooms are highly

attractive to
butterflies and native

bees.

Native Americans used buttonbush in
traditional medicine to treat a

variety of ailments, including fevers
and headaches.

Swamp Milkweed
A moisture-loving milkweed with

fragrant pink flower clusters. It is
an important host plant for

monarch butterfly caterpillars.

Its blooms also provide a valuable
nectar source for many pollinating

insects.

Native Americans
used the plant's

fibers for
cordage and

employed parts of
the plant in
traditional

medicinal
practices.

Soft Rush
A clump-forming rush with

slender green stems that
resemble grass. It helps filter
water and stabilize wetland

soils.

This adaptable plant tolerates both flooding and periodic
drought once established.

Native Americans commonly used soft rush stems for
weaving baskets, mats, and floor coverings.

Swamp Hibiscus
A showy native plant that produces
large, colorful blooms in summer. It

thrives in wet soils and attracts
pollinators.

Individual flowers last only a day,
but new blooms open continuously

throughout the season.

Native Americans
used the fibers

from the stems to
make cordage and

other woven
materials.
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Community Action Requested: King William County
Technology Uses Ordinance Surveys

On April 27, 2026, the Chief, Tribal Council, staff members, and Pamunkey citizens attended and
spoke at the King William Board of Supervisors meeting regarding concerns surrounding the

proposed ordinance and the potential environmental impacts associated with large-scale data
center development. Concerns raised included impacts to water quality, fisheries, wetlands,

wildlife habitat, Tribal cultural resources, and the overall health of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey
Rivers.

Community participation is extremely important during this process. These surveys provide
residents and Tribal citizens with an opportunity to voice their opinions, concerns, and priorities
directly to county leadership as decisions regarding future development are being considered.

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation is encouraging Tribal Citizens and King William County
residents to complete the two surveys provided by the King William County Administrator’s Office
regarding the proposed Technology Uses Ordinance. The surveys are: Community Communication

and Engagement, and the second survey is Technology Uses Ordinance. Both surveys must be
completed by July 15, 2026.

The proposed ordinance would allow “by-right” technology-related development, including data
centers, along the Route 30 and Route 360 corridors within King William County. “By-right”

development means that once zoning and ordinance requirements are met, projects may move
forward administratively without requiring additional public hearings, special use permits, or

extensive review by the Board of Supervisors. This could significantly reduce opportunities for
public input and community review on future technology and industrial developments.

Current discussions and planning proposals include a data center development that would intake
water from both the Mattaponi River and the Pamunkey River. These proposed developments raise

serious concerns regarding increased industrial water withdrawals, impacts to river ecosystems,
wastewater management, and long-term environmental effects on culturally and environmentally

significant waterways.

We strongly encourage everyone to take a few moments to complete both surveys before the July
15, 2026 deadline and help ensure that the voices of our communities are heard.

For additional information, please contact the King William County Administrator’s Office.

Technology Uses 
Ordinance Survey Link and QR Code:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP

 Community Communication 
& Engagement Survey link and QR Code: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SS8RRPX 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP
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Caroline County Water Intake Permit Update - VMRC Public
Hearing held June 23rd, 2026

The Mattaponi Environmental Department attended and spoke at the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission (VMRC) public hearing regarding the proposed intake structure to be constructed
on the Rappahannock River between Moss Neck and Olney Corner (38.2347° N, -77.30815° W).

The intake structure is part of the proposed water withdrawal project that has raised concerns
among local communities, Tribal Nations, and environmental organizations regarding its

potential impacts on the health of our waterways and aquatic resources.

Public participation in the hearing was significant, with a total of 209 public comments
submitted. Of those comments, 206 opposed the proposed structure, while 3 supported the

project, demonstrating overwhelming public concern regarding the proposal.

Following presentations from the Caroline County Department of Public Utilities, and speakers
of the public, the Commission voted to approve the structure permit with staff-recommended

restrictions. As part of the permit conditions, the applicant may not withdraw the 9 million
gallons of water per day during the Time of Year Restriction (TOYR) from February through June.

This restriction is intended to help protect sensitive fish species and aquatic resources during
critical spawning and migration periods.

The Mattaponi Environmental Department remains committed to protecting the Mattaponi and
Rappahannock Rivers and will continue to monitor this project, participate in the regulatory
process, and advocate for the protection of our natural resources, cultural heritage, and the

waters that have sustained our people for generations.

DATA CENTERS:  WHAT ARE
THEY?

Every photo you store, video
you stream, AI chatbot you use,
and website you visit relies on
computers somewhere else.
Those computers live in data
centers: large buildings filled

with servers, networking
equipment, backup batteries,

and cooling systems.

Data Centers Power:

Cloud storage
Streaming services
Artificial intelligence
Online shopping
Banking
Government and
business systems

As internet use grows, companies are building bigger and bigger
facilities—sometimes covering hundreds of acres.

Question: Who benefits, and who bears the costs?

WHAT CAN COMMUNITIES DO?
Get Informed
Read planning documents, environmental
reviews, and permit applications.
Attend Meetings
Planning commissions, zoning boards, and
local councils often hold public hearings.
Ask Questions
Request clear information about energy,
water, emissions, and land use.
Support Transparency
Encourage public disclosure of
environmental impacts and resource
consumption.
Build Coalitions
Environmental groups, neighborhood
associations, farmers, and residents may
share concerns.
Community participation is a normal and
important part of local decision-making.



Fish Consumption Advisory
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 The Virginia Department of Health has issued a fish consumption advisory for
portions of the Mattaponi River in the York River Basin. This advisory applies

to the area from Route 628 downstream approximately 55 miles to the
confluence with the Pamunkey River (within King William County and King &

Queen County).

Recommended Consumption Limit:
Adults should eat no more than 2 meals

per month of these fish caught in the
affected area.

While we understand that fishing remains
an important tradition and livelihood for

many in our tribal community, we also
recognize the importance of

communicating the risks. This advisory is
meant to help residents make informed
decisions to protect their health while

continuing to enjoy the river responsibly.
 If you fish in this area of the Mattaponi

River, please keep these recommendations
in mind when consuming your catch.

 Fish with Advisories:
• Striped Bass
• White Perch
• Gizzard Shad

• Largemouth Bass
 Contaminants of Concern:

• PCBs
• Mercury

 



Document Inventory and Secure Important Records: 
Documentation is critical for insurance compensation and recovery
assistance. Take photos or videos of buildings, vehicles, equipment,
livestock, and property before a disaster occurs. You’ll likely need

thorough records of any damage and losses sustained on your
property as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery
efforts. Store all important records in waterproof containers or

digitally backed up.
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As We Enter Hurricane & Tornado Season, Preparedness is Key
Be Prepared. Stay Safe. Protect Your Family and Property.

Hurricane and tornado season can bring dangerous winds, flooding, and power outages with little
warning. Taking time now to prepare can help protect your family, home, livestock, and community.

Create an Emergency Plan:
Make sure members of your household know your plan,
including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and
alternate evacuation routes in case of infrastructure damage.

Secure Property, Large Objects, and Remove Debris: 
Minimize the presence of equipment, supplies, and debris that may
become airborne during high winds or encountered in floodwaters.

Clean out culverts, ditches, and other drainage areas, especially
before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water damage.

Trim week tree branches near home, barns, and powerlines.

Gather Supplies: 
Have drinking water, canned food, a generator and extra fuel available in

case you lose power. Prepare an emergency kit with: first aid supplies,
flashlight, extra batteries, cell phone chargers, and prescription

medications. Have cash on hand in cases of widespread outages, when
credit and debit cards may not work.

Tornado Safety Tips:
Seek shelter immediately in a
basement or interior room away
from windows.
Avoid mobile homes and
vehicles during tornado
warnings.
Protect your head and neck with
blankets, pillows, or helmets if
possible.

 Hurricane Safety Tips:
Evacuate immediately if
local officials issue
evacuation orders.
Never drive through
flooded roadways.
Stay indoors and away from
windows during high winds.

Stay Informed:
Monitor local weather
updates and emergency
alerts.
Download the FEMA App
for real-time emergency
information and safety
tips.
Keep a battery-powered
radio available during
power outages.



21

JUNE 2026 • EDITION 49

KeNah (thank you) forKeNah (thank you) for
tuning in to this edition oftuning in to this edition of

the Mattaponi Tribalthe Mattaponi Tribal
Newsletter!Newsletter!

KeNah (thank you) for
tuning in to this edition of

the Mattaponi Tribal
Newsletter!


	🪶The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation held our 28th Annual Pow Wow on June 20th, 2026! This was a day filled with singing, drumming, dancing, and for some, a reunion of families who have not seen each other for some time. We want to thank each and every dancer, singer, volunteer, sponsor, vendor, and community member who showed up and showed out to support this event. Without your help, the success of this event wouldn’t have been possible!
	❤️With an attendance of around 1100 people, the culture of the Mattaponi people was shared far and wide beyond Reservation boundaries. We are deeply appreciative of everyone who attended and had an interest in learning more about our rich culture and history.
	Citizen Appreciation Day
	👣Nation to Nation Walking Initiative Update👣
	We have been making steady progress on our walks from “Nation to Nation”!  Thank you to everyone who has joined us so far and helped move us closer to our destinations through every step taken.
	As a reminder, if you are unable to join us for our in-person walks or if you walk on your own time, please remember to log your miles using the Microsoft form below so your steps can count toward our collective journey!
	Log your walks here: https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGLkS
	Powhatan Shinny League
	Shinny season is in full swing! Fields and players are warmed up and are ready to keep the competition rolling. Please note the dates in which shinny will be held here right on the Reservation:

	🏑Saturday, 7/4 (Citizen Appreciation Day) @ 6pm
	Feel free to connect with the Powhatan Shinny League on Facebook to keep up with more shinny news!
	Henrico County Public Schools Visits Reservation
	Top left: Tribal Citizen Samuel McGowan
	Middle: Henrico County Public Schools educators and Tribal Citizen Lois Custalow Carter in front of the Mattaponi Indian Museum
	Bottom right: Tribal Citizen Lois Custalow Carter


	The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation hosted educators from Henrico County Public Schools on Wednesday, June 24th. Educators also had the pleasure of visiting Sharon Indian School and Indian View Baptist Church across from the Upper Mattaponi Tribal grounds.
	Lois Custalow Carter provided a tour of the Mattaponi Museum and Denise Custalow Davis provided a tour of the Minnie Ha-Ha Educational Trading Post. We enjoyed our visitors and truly hope the sights and sounds brought some insight into the deep history and culture of both the Mattaponi and Upper Mattaponi Tribes.
	📚The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation has received 20 Virginia 250 Passports, and they are available free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis!
	🎉The Mattaponi Indian Tribe is looking for enumerators to support our upcoming Tribal Census! This is an important opportunity to help ensure every Tribal Citizen is counted and represented.
	Notary Services
	📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!   The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to provide FREE notary services to our Tribal Citizens! 🖊️   ✔️ Convenient   ✔️ Reliable   ✔️ Here to serve our community   📅 By Appointment Only   To schedule or ask questions, please contact:   📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)   📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)   We’re here to support you—reach out today to book your appointment.

	Federal Recognition Petition Update
	The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with Tribal Citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office at (804) 353-5908.

	Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens
	✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.
	✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30 PM. The next meeting will be held on July 16th, 2026, at the Community Building.
	✅The Environmental, Housing, and Administrative offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
	*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities, events, and unforeseen circumstances.


	highlight
	Get Yours Today!
	Materials cover topics such as:
	Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition
	Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church Newsletter Update
	“Celebration of the Nation” Sunday
	We will be celebrating our nation and honoring our past in a special service on Sunday, July 5th.


	Future Events
	Vacation Bible School (VBS) Vacation Bible School will be held from July 15th to July 17th, from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. You're invited to discover the BIGNESS OF GOD in the SMALLEST of things! Magnified - Psalm 34:3
	Youth Service – Honoring the Class of 2026 On July 19 at the 11:00 a.m. service, Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church will host a special Youth Service honoring our 2026 graduates. Please come out and support our youth as we celebrate their achievements and future endeavors.
	Homecoming & Revival Mark your calendars for our annual Homecoming at the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church being held on August 23rd, 2026. Revival will be the following week with more details to come.
	July 1, 2026



	MATTAPONI HOUSING OFFICE
	We are pleased to announce that we have been awarded funding through Virginia Humanities for our upcoming initiative, “Mattaponi Indian Tribe’s Cultural Preservation Community Project”.  With the help of our very own Samuel McGowan and tribal citizens like you, a new outdoor exhibit will be built, showcasing our traditional lifeways. Beginning this fall, we will build a traditional camp-style hunting and fishing yehakin (dwelling) on our tribal grounds. From start to finish, tribal citizens like you will learn the skills of hand-selecting the right saplings, debarking, and other traditional construction methods. The scene will be set with a smoking rack and ramada (work shelter). The hunting/fishing camp yehakin is scheduled to debut at next year's pow wow, for all to enjoy. It will be the first of many installations within our new living campsite.
	As we look ahead, we want to give special thanks because this project is made possible in part by a grant through Virginia Humanities. We also wish to thank Samuel McGowan for his continued willingness to share knowledge and skills with future generations. Everyone, stay tuned for how you can get involved in keeping these practices alive!
	July 1, 2026

	Home Rehabilitation Program Updates
	Home inspections have been scheduled for our next round of program applicants! By providing a certified home inspection, our program can identify what each house needs, often beyond what is originally obvious to the homeowner. Previous home inspections have been helpful in discovering unknown issues such as water leaks, active termite infestations, and dangerous electrical hazards. With the detailed knowledge a home inspection report provides, we can better prioritize rehabilitation goals and optimize our budget.

	Mattaponi Culture At Your Doorstep
	It was wonderful seeing everyone at the 28th Annual Pow Wow. Our team and volunteers were able to share program information and sell home goods that celebrate our culture.
	The housing booth nearly sold out of merchandise! There are a few “Wingapo” welcome mats left. The remaining door mats will be for sale at our upcoming Citizen Appreciation Day on July 4th at the Reservation. We hope to see you there.


	Avoid Roofing Scams
	Mattaponi Home Maintenance
	As the weather heats up, storms are becoming more frequent. If your roof is damaged by severe weather, here is how to spot the difference between a “storm chaser” and a roofing professional. “Storm Chaser” companies are often from out of town, are unfamiliar with local building codes, and have no history or reputation in the area. Avoid hiring roofers who are just passing through the area and knocking door to door. Scammers may also require large deposits before being willing to schedule the job. A scammer may ask for an “Assignment of Benefits” when following through with an insurance claim, but you should never give control of your homeowner’s insurance to your contractor.
	When hiring a roofing professional, look for companies with a local reputation and address. Referrals are the best way to ensure you are happy with your end product. Before signing contracts, demand proof of insurance and an active contractor’s license. A 50% deposit is industry standard for most roofing companies. And remember, reputable companies won’t require final payment until the job is complete.
	Mattaponi Housing Office: Lois - 804-824-7884 Sarah - 804-824-7878
	Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing Rehabilitation lois.carter@mattaponi.gov
	Housing@mattaponi.gov
	Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab - sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov
	July 1, 2026




	MATTAPONI ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE
	June’s Water Monitoring
	The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River during a June 3rd high tide monitoring session.
	June 3rd Monitoring
	·Air Temperature – 24°C / 75.2°F ·Dissolved Oxygen – 6.0 and 6.0 mg/l ·pH Level – 6.51 su ·Salinity – 0.0 ppt ·Water Clarity - 26.3 cm ·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F ·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.26 in ·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.0 in
	Looking ahead, the department will be conducting our water monitoring sessions on:

	Wednesday, July 8th,          from 12pm - 2pm
	NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress
	Great news! The final engineering designs for the NOAA-funded project have been completed by Blossom Engineering, marking an important milestone in the project's development. The Environmental Department is now moving into the next phase by presenting the finalized plans to the contractors previously contacted for the project. Contractor bids will be prepared/updated based on the completed engineering designs and presented to Tribal Council for review and selection. Following the contractor selection process, the project will advance into the active construction phase.


	Roots of Resilience Project -  Restoring our Relatives Final Planting Complete
	The Mattaponi Environmental Department is proud to announce the completion of the final planting phase of our Living Shoreline Restoration Project along the Mattaponi River. This milestone represents an important step in restoring native plants that protect our shoreline while reconnecting our community with culturally significant plant ancestors.
	By combining traditional ecological knowledge with modern restoration practices, this project demonstrates that protecting the Mattaponi River also means preserving the cultural heritage, traditions, and environmental stewardship that have defined the Mattaponi people for countless generations.
	A living shoreline is a nature-based approach to protecting shorelines from erosion by using native plants and natural materials that support healthy coastal ecosystems. Through the First Nations Development Institute's Restoring Our Ancestors Grant, the Mattaponi Environmental Department has planted culturally and ecologically significant native species along the living shoreline. These plants help improve water quality, air quality, and soil health while providing valuable habitat for native insects, fish, birds, and other wildlife. To track ecosystem health, the Environmental Department conducts monthly monitoring of soil, water, and plant tissue throughout the site. Over the course of five planting events, more than 4,000 native plants have been installed along the 455 linear feet of shoreline.
	A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this program a success. This project was made possible through the support and partnership of our tribal staff and citizens, neighboring Tribal Nations, Dominion Energy’s NATIV Employee Resource Group, the York River Stewardship, Friends of the Dragon Run, staff member from Machicomoco State Park, King William High School students, and Emerald Wetlands Forestry. Your time, expertise, and commitment to protecting and restoring our natural resources have strengthened our restoration efforts and helped ensure a healthier, more resilient future for our community and the Mattaponi River.
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	Plants  of the  Mattaponi
	Roots of Resilience Project -  Restoring our Relatives Final Planting Complete
	This project reconnects our community with culturally significant plant ancestors that have sustained our people for generations. The following native species were planted as part of the restoration, each serving an important ecological and cultural purpose:
	Three Square
	Four Sides
	Duck  Potato

	Swamp Hibiscus
	Button Bush
	Swamp Milkweed
	Arrow Arum
	Soft Rush

	Community Action Requested: King William County Technology Uses Ordinance Surveys
	The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation is encouraging Tribal Citizens and King William County residents to complete the two surveys provided by the King William County Administrator’s Office regarding the proposed Technology Uses Ordinance. The surveys are: Community Communication and Engagement, and the second survey is Technology Uses Ordinance. Both surveys must be completed by July 15, 2026.
	The proposed ordinance would allow “by-right” technology-related development, including data centers, along the Route 30 and Route 360 corridors within King William County. “By-right” development means that once zoning and ordinance requirements are met, projects may move forward administratively without requiring additional public hearings, special use permits, or extensive review by the Board of Supervisors. This could significantly reduce opportunities for public input and community review on future technology and industrial developments.
	Current discussions and planning proposals include a data center development that would intake water from both the Mattaponi River and the Pamunkey River. These proposed developments raise serious concerns regarding increased industrial water withdrawals, impacts to river ecosystems, wastewater management, and long-term environmental effects on culturally and environmentally significant waterways.
	On April 27, 2026, the Chief, Tribal Council, staff members, and Pamunkey citizens attended and spoke at the King William Board of Supervisors meeting regarding concerns surrounding the proposed ordinance and the potential environmental impacts associated with large-scale data center development. Concerns raised included impacts to water quality, fisheries, wetlands, wildlife habitat, Tribal cultural resources, and the overall health of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers.
	Community participation is extremely important during this process. These surveys provide residents and Tribal citizens with an opportunity to voice their opinions, concerns, and priorities directly to county leadership as decisions regarding future development are being considered.
	We strongly encourage everyone to take a few moments to complete both surveys before the July 15, 2026 deadline and help ensure that the voices of our communities are heard.
	For additional information, please contact the King William County Administrator’s Office.
	Community Communication  & Engagement Survey link and QR Code:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SS8RRPX
	Technology Uses  Ordinance Survey Link and QR Code: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP
	DATA CENTERS:  WHAT ARE THEY?

	Fish Consumption Advisory
	The Virginia Department of Health has issued a fish consumption advisory for portions of the Mattaponi River in the York River Basin. This advisory applies to the area from Route 628 downstream approximately 55 miles to the confluence with the Pamunkey River (within King William County and King & Queen County).
	Fish with Advisories: • Striped Bass • White Perch • Gizzard Shad • Largemouth Bass  Contaminants of Concern: • PCBs • Mercury
	Recommended Consumption Limit: Adults should eat no more than 2 meals per month of these fish caught in the affected area. While we understand that fishing remains an important tradition and livelihood for many in our tribal community, we also recognize the importance of communicating the risks. This advisory is meant to help residents make informed decisions to protect their health while continuing to enjoy the river responsibly.  If you fish in this area of the Mattaponi River, please keep these recommendations in mind when consuming your catch.

	As We Enter Hurricane & Tornado Season, Preparedness is Key
	Be Prepared. Stay Safe. Protect Your Family and Property.
	Hurricane and tornado season can bring dangerous winds, flooding, and power outages with little warning. Taking time now to prepare can help protect your family, home, livestock, and community.
	Create an Emergency Plan: Make sure members of your household know your plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate evacuation routes in case of infrastructure damage.
	Secure Property, Large Objects, and Remove Debris:  Minimize the presence of equipment, supplies, and debris that may become airborne during high winds or encountered in floodwaters. Clean out culverts, ditches, and other drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water damage. Trim week tree branches near home, barns, and powerlines.
	Document Inventory and Secure Important Records:  Documentation is critical for insurance compensation and recovery assistance. Take photos or videos of buildings, vehicles, equipment,  livestock, and property before a disaster occurs. You’ll likely need thorough records of any damage and losses sustained on your property as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery efforts. Store all important records in waterproof containers or digitally backed up.
	Gather Supplies:  Have drinking water, canned food, a generator and extra fuel available in case you lose power. Prepare an emergency kit with: first aid supplies, flashlight, extra batteries, cell phone chargers, and prescription medications. Have cash on hand in cases of widespread outages, when credit and debit cards may not work.

	Stay Informed:
	Monitor local weather updates and emergency alerts.
	Download the FEMA App for real-time emergency information and safety tips.
	Keep a battery-powered radio available during power outages.

	Tornado Safety Tips:
	Seek shelter immediately in a basement or interior room away from windows.
	Avoid mobile homes and vehicles during tornado warnings.
	Protect your head and neck with blankets, pillows, or helmets if possible.

	Hurricane Safety Tips:
	Evacuate immediately if local officials issue evacuation orders.
	Never drive through flooded roadways.
	Stay indoors and away from windows during high winds.



	KeNah (thank you) for tuning in to this edition of the Mattaponi Tribal Newsletter!

