
Preservation Virginia Names Powhatan’s Birthplace
as One of Virginia’s Most Engagered Historic Sites

MATTAPONI TRIBAL
NEWSLETTER 

June 2, 2026

On May 19 , Tribal Chiefs, leaders, preservation partners, citizens, and the press
gathered to celebrate Preservation Virginia’s recognition of Chief WaHōnSeNaKah’s

(Powhatan) birthplace as one of Virginia’s most endangered historic places. This site is
important to the surrounding Tribes who were once part of or affiliated with the

Powhatan chiefdom. His paramount extended across 150+ villages and played a key role
in relations and negotiations with English settlers upon their arrival in 1607. Tribal Citizen

Lois Custalow Carter has played a key role in these conversations since its inception.
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Pictured L to R: Chief Joanne
Howard (Eastern
Chickahominy), Chief Frank
Adams (Upper Mattaponi),
Chief Kevin Brown (Pamunkey),
Chief Anne Richardson
(Rappahannock), Chief Mark
Custalow (Mattaponi), 2
Assistant Chief Troy Adkins
(Chickahominy), Assistant
Chief Brandon Custalow
(Mattaponi)
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Kenah Consulting Executive Director Ashley Spivey (Pamunkey) noted: “Threatened
by a 2,700-home development, this location at the fall line of the James River is the

site of Chief WaHōnSeNaKah’s (Powhatan’s) birthplace. Under his leadership, the
Powhatan Confederacy was one of the largest native alliances in the Mid-Atlantic

region. Six Virginia Indian Tribes have united to save the site, which should be
accessible to the Tribes “as a place of power, remembrance, and ceremony.”
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https://preservationvirginia.org/press-center/2026-list-of-virginias-most-endangered-historic-places-announced/
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Powhatan Shinny League
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Shinny season is in full swing! Fields and players
are warmed up and are ready to keep the

competition rolling. Please note the dates in
which shinny will be held here right on the

reservation: 

🏑Saturday, 7/4 (Citizen Appreciation Day) @
TBD 

Feel free to connect with the Powhatan Shinny
League on Facebook to keep up with more shinny

news!

 👣Nation to Nation Walking Initiative
Update👣

We have been making steady progress on
our walks from “Nation to Nation”!  Thank
you to everyone who has joined us so far

and helped move us closer to our
destinations through every step taken. 

As a reminder, if you are unable to join us
for our in-person walks or if you walk on
your own time, please remember to log

your miles using the Microsoft form
below so your steps can count toward

our collective journey!

 Log your walks here:
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGL

kS

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGLkS
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ArWdLpGLkS


Pow Wow!
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The countdown is on for the 28th
Annual Mattaponi Indian Tribe &

Reservation Pow Wow! 🪶🔥
Join us on Saturday, June 20,

2026 for a day filled with Native
American dancing, drumming,

artisans, food, culture, and
community! ❤🖤💛

📍 1314 Mattaponi Res. Cir.
West Point, VA 23181
⏰ Grounds Open: 10AM
🥁 Grand Entry: 12PM (Noon)

Bring your lawn chairs or
blankets and spend the day

enjoying incredible
performances, delicious food,

and cultural traditions that bring
our communities together. 

✨ Head dancers ✨
🪶 Head Male: Marcus Mills (Haliwa-Saponi)
💃 Head Lady: Sara Jefferson (Chickahominy)

Be sure to come out and show them some love as they help lead this year’s festivities!
🎟 Parking: $5 per person
👧 Ages 5 & under FREE!

🏆 Men’s and Women’s Dance Specials
🥇 1st Place $250
🥈 2nd Place $150
🥉 3rd Place $100

🌧 Rain Date: June 21, 2026
Family-friendly event — No drugs, alcohol, or pets allowed.



International Visit Highlights Cultural Exchange
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This month, Lois Custalow Carter and Chief Mark T. Custalow welcomed a group of 12
journalists and several photographers from Germany to the Mattaponi Indian Reservation.
The visiting delegation included media professionals working in television and radio from

cities across Germany, including Hamburg, Main, Bonn, Frankfurt, Leipzig, Cologne, Munich,
Stuttgart, and Berlin.

During their visit, Chief
Custalow and Lois

provided an in-depth tour
of the Mattaponi Indian

Museum, as well as a
guided tour of the

reservation. The visitors
were introduced to the

rich history of the
Mattaponi people, along

with discussions on
Indigenous culture,

traditional practices, and
the structure of tribal

governance both past and
present.

This visit was coordinated by Pam Ortega, U.S. Coordinator based in Washington, D.C., along
with Executive Director Christoph Jumplett of Germany. The visit is part of the RIAS Berlin

Commission, a German-American journalism exchange program.
This marks the third visit from the RIAS Berlin group to the Mattaponi Reservation over the past

two years, demonstrating a continued and growing interest in learning about the Mattaponi
people and their heritage. Plans are already underway for future visits, with the possibility of

another delegation returning next year and in the years to come.

In addition, the Mattaponi Tribe has hosted two other groups of
German journalism students, further strengthening international
connections and cultural exchange opportunities. These ongoing
visits help share the story of the Mattaponi people with a global

audience while fostering mutual understanding and respect.
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On May 5 , 2026, staff from the Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation had the
honor of attending the Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic’s event focused on Missing

and Murdered Indigenous Women and Children (MMIWC).

th

This powerful gathering brought together community members, leaders, and
advocates to share knowledge, resources, and stories that continue to raise

awareness and support for our Indigenous women and children. From meaningful
presentations to heartfelt conversations, the day served as a reminder of the
importance of unity, education, and action. We are grateful to everyone who

organized and participated in this impactful event, and we remain committed to
standing with our community in protecting and uplifting our people.

MMIW Day of Remembrance



MIT Staff Attends Governor’s
Regional Readiness Summit

MAY 2026 • EDITION 48

6

As part of the Governor of Virginia’s continued commitment to strengthening the
Commonwealth’s preparedness and public safety posture, Mattaponi Indian Tribe staff

attended the Governor’s Richmond Regional Readiness Summit. Staff were joined by
emergency managers, military, higher education, public health, and those from various

critical infrastructure entities including Fire/EMS and Sheriff’s personnel from the
surrounding counties of New Kent, Charles City, King and Queen, and King George. 

The summit focused on alignment, structure, and partnerships to ensure we remain
prepared, informed, and unified in our approach to public safety. The summit was

outcome-oriented, with the goal of identifying gaps, immediate actions, and long-term
strategic initiatives that will improve our readiness.

 
We appreciate and acknowledge all of the partnerships and connections that were made
and established, and will be utilizing the gained knowledge to ensure a sustainable and

realistic emergency preparedness plan is created and implemented to support the
Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation.

(Pictured L to R: Assistant Tribal Administrator Sara Jefferson, Tribal Administrator Loyita
Custalow, Environmental Director Tammy Heath, Environmental Manager Caitlin Lange)



June Community Event
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✨Create • Connect • Relax✨
Join the Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation for an afternoon of creativity and

community at our Art of Beading Workshop!🧵Learn how to make beautiful beaded
earrings while taking time to relax your mind and support your mental wellness through

crafting.
📅Saturday, June 13, 2026
⏰2:00 PM – 5:00 PM

📍1314 Mattaponi Reservation Cir, West Point, VA 23181
Registration is required to guarantee your FREE beading kit provided by MIT!

Whether you’re experienced or trying beading for the first time, all are welcome to come
enjoy an afternoon of culture, creativity, and connection. And if you have a current

project you’re working on, bring it with you to join in on the fun💚

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/ThpuztKQxw
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Citizen Appreciation Day



Federal Recognition Petition Update
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✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for
new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.

✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30
PM. The next meeting will be held on June 18th, 2026, at the Community Building.

✅The Environmental, Housing, and Administrative offices are open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities, events, and
unforeseen circumstances. 
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Notary Services

The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment

process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with
Tribal Citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued
patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions

regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office at (804) 353-5908.

📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!  
The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to

provide FREE notary services to our Tribal
Citizens! 🖊️  
✔️ Convenient  
✔️ Reliable  

✔️ Here to serve our community  
📅 By Appointment Only  

To schedule or ask questions, please contact:  
📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)  
📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)  

We’re here to support you—reach out today to
book your appointment.

Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens
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Get Yours Today!

Brochures Provided by VTEC:
Virginia Tribal Education Consortium 

Brochures and printed resources
are available at the Mattaponi

Community Building. You’re
encouraged to stop by and pick up
information between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday.
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Students and families can now access a variety of career and education
brochures supplied by VTEC. 

•  Trade and industrial career
pathways
•  College planning and choosing
the right program
•  Scholarship opportunities
•  Financial aid guidance
•  Career readiness and success
strategies

Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition
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Materials cover topics such as:

The Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer
Coalition (VA‑NNAC) continues its monthly tribal‑led

partnership with VCU Massey Cancer Center
representatives, dedicated to reducing cancer
disparities among Virginia’s Tribal Nations. The
coalition strengthens cancer prevention, early

detection, and access to care through culturally
grounded, community‑driven strategies.

VA‑NNAC collaborates with Tribal leaders and tribal
lead representatives from 11 Virginia Tribes, health

professionals, and public health partners to support
education, screening, patient navigation, and data

sovereignty. Its work honors Tribal sovereignty,
respects cultural traditions, and ensures that

cancer‑related initiatives reflect the priorities of
Virginia’s Native communities.
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Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church Newsletter Update
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Native American Sunday - June Edition

Future Events

                                                        Beginning in June, each Sunday service will include a special
presentation in preparation for Native American Sunday. Each week, a different speaker will share
insights on Indigenous history, culture, or traditions, helping our congregation learn, reflect, and

celebrate our heritage.

Youth Service – Honoring the Class of 2026
On July 19 at the 11:00 a.m. service, Mattaponi Indian Baptist

Church will host a special Youth Service honoring our 2026
graduates. Please come out and support our youth as we

celebrate their achievements and future endeavors.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Vacation Bible School will begin in July. More details, including dates and times, will be

announced soon. Please stay tuned for more information as we prepare for this exciting
and meaningful program for our children and families.



Home Rehabilitation Program News
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June 2, 2026

MATTAPONI HOUSING
OFFICE 
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This month, members of our housing team focused on home
accessibility and safety. Our goal is to be equipped to meet the

needs of Mattaponi citizens in all of their differing abilities. A
large part of safety is ensuring the home can function for every

member of the household as they pursue their day-to-day
activities. Our staff enjoyed meeting with “aging in place” and

accessibility experts to see how we can incorporate this
knowledge into our rehab process. 

Whether you are participating in the home rehab
program or not, we would like to highlight a local

resource that can help you attain accessibility
upgrades at no cost to you. Bay Aging offers a free

home accessibility program for qualified applicants.
Ramps, grab bars, walk-in showers, and many other
home modifications for accessibility are included.

The Housing Office is here to help you apply! 

* More information on the Bay Aging program can be found below. 

No Cost Assistance!
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May has brought the return of rain. Here is how to
prepare your home!
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Mattaponi Housing Office:
Lois - 804-824-7884

Sarah - 804-824-7878

Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing
Rehabilitation

lois.carter@mattaponi.gov

Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab -
sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov

Housing@mattaponi.gov

15

Trim bushes away from the house to allow for
sunlight and airflow. This prevents mildew

growth on your siding. 

Rehab Application
Window

Clean pollen and debris from your your
gutter systems. 

Avoid mosquito habitats: Ensure there is no
standing water around your yard, such as that
found in kids’ yard toys, open trash cans, pots,

and other garden accessories. 

Mattaponi Home Maintenance

The Mattaponi Home Rehabilitation Program Is Closed 

We wish to extend a heartfelt kenah (thank you!) to all those who showed interest in
and applied for the second round of home rehabilitation. The application window is

now closed, and our third round will be announced at a later date. Current
applications are now under review, and applicants will be contacted shortly with

the next steps. Thank you for trusting us with your rehab needs. We look forward to
helping more Mattaponi citizens create safe, affordable, and sustainable homes. 

Clear storm drains and ditches of debris to
prevent rainwater from accumulating in your

yard and home.



June 2, 2026
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MATTAPONI
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE 

May’s Water Monitoring
The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River on May

6th for a high/low tide monitoring session. 

May 6th Monitoring

·Air Temperature – 19.2°C / 66.56°F
·Dissolved Oxygen – 9.7 and 10.0 mg/l
·pH Level – 6.52 su
·Salinity – 0.0 ppt
·Water Clarity - 27.4 cm
·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F
·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.46 in
·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.26 in

        Wednesday, June 3rd,       
  from 12pm - 2pm
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Looking ahead, the department
will be conducting our water

monitoring sessions on:

NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress

The NOAA-funded project continues to make strong progress, with
geotechnical fieldwork now completed across the selected project

areas. This includes both boring and hand auger soil sampling,
providing critical data to guide the next phase of work. Boring results

have now been received and will be incorporated into the project
design to help determine and ensure the long-term stability of the

slope along the shoreline.
The project design has now reached approximately 65% completion,

bringing us closer to implementation. In the coming weeks, we will
begin outreach to qualified contractors to review the updated plans,
assess availability, and initiate the contracting and bidding process.
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Roots of Resilience Project - 
Planting Events

The Mattaponi Environmental Department recently completed its third and fourth native planting
events, continuing ongoing efforts to restore culturally significant landscapes on the reservation.

The third event was held exclusively for Tribal office employees, and the fourth event was held
with environmental board members across the watershed. Together all events successfully helped

the installation of native and cultural plants planned for this phase of the project. In addition to
the fourth planting, the department hosted a board meeting with the York River Small Coastal
Basin Roundtable board members, providing an opportunity for collaboration and discussion

surrounding regional environmental stewardship and restoration initiatives.

The newly planted areas already show promising signs of recovery and growth. Pollinator activity
has noticeably increased, with bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects frequently visiting the

site. In addition, the previously eroded areas are beginning to stabilize as the new plantings help
build healthier soil and improve ground cover.

Residents are warmly invited to stop by and take a look at the planting areas as they continue to
grow throughout the season. While the spaces may appear newly planted now, many of these
native species will spread over time, creating a lush and thriving habitat that supports wildlife,

protects the land, and reflects the cultural importance of native plants to the Mattaponi people.
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Native Plants Restore Pollinators and Protect the Land
This spring marked another major step forward in the Mattaponi Environmental Department’s
habitat restoration work as crews and volunteers help complete the installation of culturally

significant native plants during our four community planting events.

Community members are encouraged to visit the planting sites and watch the transformation over
the coming months and years. As the native plants mature and spread naturally, the area will

become increasingly vibrant and full of life, demonstrating the long-term benefits of restoring
native ecosystems through culturally grounded environmental work.

The Environmental Department, Chief and Council would like to thank all volunteers and Tribal
employees who participated in the planting efforts. Volunteers including returning volunteers from
Dominion Energy who joined us once again for a second event, King William High School students,

York River Stewardship, Mattaponi Pamunkey River Association, Friends of Dragon Run, and
Machicomico State Park. Everyone's support continues to help strengthen environmental

stewardship efforts on the reservation.

One of the most exciting developments has been the immediate environmental response to the
project. The planting areas, which previously suffered from erosion and sparse vegetation, are

already attracting increased numbers of pollinators and showing early signs of healthier soil
formation. Native plants play an important role in holding soil in place, improving water

absorption, and creating habitat for local wildlife.

The Environmental Department is already preparing for the last round of planting scheduled for
Friday, June 5th, from 9am to 12pm, as we continue expanding restoration efforts across the

reservation.

The Mattaponi Environmental Department recently toured the Upper Mattaponi agriculture program to
learn more about their ongoing work in food systems, sustainable growing practices, and agricultural

education. The visit provided valuable insight into their operations and highlighted strong opportunities for
future collaboration between the two Tribes.

Collaboration Opportunities Grow Through Visit to Upper Mattaponi Agriculture
Program

The department looks forward to continuing this growing relationship and building
collaborative efforts that support sustainable agriculture and cultural revitalization for

both communities.

As a next step, the Environmental Department will be attending one of Upper Mattaponi’s
upcoming classes focused on producing fish fertilizer and compost. This hands-on learning

opportunity will further support knowledge exchange and strengthen practical skills that can be
applied to ongoing and future environmental and agricultural projects on the Mattaponi

Reservation.

During the tour, staff explored shared interests in culturally relevant agriculture, soil health, and
traditional ecological knowledge. The Environmental Department is especially excited about the
potential to expand partnerships that support food sovereignty and community-based growing

initiatives.



Fish Consumption Advisory
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 The Virginia Department of Health has issued a fish consumption advisory for
portions of the Mattaponi River in the York River Basin. This advisory applies

to the area from Route 628 downstream approximately 55 miles to the
confluence with the Pamunkey River (within King William County and King &

Queen County).

Recommended Consumption Limit:
Adults should eat no more than 2 meals

per month of these fish caught in the
affected area.

While we understand that fishing remains
an important tradition and livelihood for

many in our tribal community, we also
recognize the importance of

communicating the risks. This advisory is
meant to help residents make informed
decisions to protect their health while

continuing to enjoy the river responsibly.
 If you fish in this area of the Mattaponi

River, please keep these recommendations
in mind when consuming your catch.

 Fish with Advisories:
• Striped Bass
• White Perch
• Gizzard Shad

• Largemouth Bass
 Contaminants of Concern:

• PCBs
• Mercury

 



Document Inventory and Secure Important Records: 
Documentation is critical for insurance compensation and recovery
assistance. Take photos or videos of buildings, vehicles, equipment,
livestock, and property before a disaster occurs. You’ll likely need

thorough records of any damage and losses sustained on your
property as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery
efforts. Store all important records in waterproof containers or

digitally backed up.
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As We Enter Hurricane & Tornado Season, Preparedness is Key
Be Prepared. Stay Safe. Protect Your Family and Property.

Hurricane and tornado season can bring dangerous winds, flooding, and power outages with little
warning. Taking time now to prepare can help protect your family, home, livestock, and community.

Create an Emergency Plan:
Make sure members of your household know your plan,
including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and
alternate evacuation routes in case of infrastructure damage.

Secure Property, Large Objects, and Remove Debris: 
Minimize the presence of equipment, supplies, and debris that may
become airborne during high winds or encountered in floodwaters.

Clean out culverts, ditches, and other drainage areas, especially
before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water damage.

Trim week tree branches near home, barns, and powerlines.

Gather Supplies: 
Have drinking water, canned food, a generator and extra fuel available in

case you lose power. Prepare an emergency kit with: first aid supplies,
flashlight, extra batteries, cell phone chargers, and prescription

medications. Have cash on hand in cases of widespread outages, when
credit and debit cards may not work.

Tornado Safety Tips:
Seek shelter immediately in a
basement or interior room away
from windows.
Avoid mobile homes and
vehicles during tornado
warnings.
Protect your head and neck with
blankets, pillows, or helmets if
possible.

 Hurricane Safety Tips:
Evacuate immediately if
local officials issue
evacuation orders.
Never drive through
flooded roadways.
Stay indoors and away from
windows during high winds.

Stay Informed:
Monitor local weather
updates and emergency
alerts.
Download the FEMA App
for real-time emergency
information and safety
tips.
Keep a battery-powered
radio available during
power outages.
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Community Action Requested: King William County
Technology Uses Ordinance Surveys

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation is encouraging Tribal Citizens and King William County
residents to complete the two surveys provided by the King William County Administrator’s Office
regarding the proposed Technology Uses Ordinance. The surveys are: Community Communication

and Engagement, and the second survey is Technology Uses Ordinance. Both surveys must be
completed by July 15, 2026.

The proposed ordinance would allow “by-right” technology-related development, including data
centers, along the Route 30 and Route 360 corridors within King William County. “By-right”

development means that once zoning and ordinance requirements are met, projects may move
forward administratively without requiring additional public hearings, special use permits, or

extensive review by the Board of Supervisors. This could significantly reduce opportunities for
public input and community review on future technology and industrial developments.

Current discussions and planning proposals include a data center development that would intake
water from both the Mattaponi River and the Pamunkey River. These proposed developments raise

serious concerns regarding increased industrial water withdrawals, impacts to river ecosystems,
wastewater management, and long-term environmental effects on culturally and environmentally

significant waterways.

On April 27, 2026, the Chief, Tribal Council, staff members, and Pamunkey citizens attended and
spoke at the King William Board of Supervisors meeting regarding concerns surrounding the

proposed ordinance and the potential environmental impacts associated with large-scale data
center development. Concerns raised included impacts to water quality, fisheries, wetlands,

wildlife habitat, Tribal cultural resources, and the overall health of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey
Rivers.

Community participation is extremely important during this process. These surveys provide
residents and Tribal citizens with an opportunity to voice their opinions, concerns, and priorities
directly to county leadership as decisions regarding future development are being considered.

We strongly encourage everyone to take a few moments to complete both surveys before the July
15, 2026 deadline and help ensure that the voices of our communities are heard.

For additional information, please contact the King William County Administrator’s Office.

 Community Communication & Engagement Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SS8RRPX
Technology Uses Ordinance Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SS8RRPX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP
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Upcoming Events:
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Join us for the 2026 “Spread Love Clean-Up” Day! Come together as a
community to help keep our tribal lands clean and healthy. This event is a

chance to contribute to our environment and strengthen relationships and
build resliance. 

📅6/6/2026 (rain date 6/7/2026)
⏰10am-12pm

📍Gathering at the entrance of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation

Snacks, treats, and water will be provided.

Contact Autumn Custalow Alfaro to RSVP: (571) 732-6388 or
morningstardesigns.info@gmail.com

Help restore the shoreline on Friday,
June 5th, 2026 from 9 AM–12 PM at
1567 Mattaponi Reservation Circle
(near the hatchery/boat landing). 

Meet great people, make a real
impact, and enjoy provided snacks,

lunch, drinks, and all supplies. 

Just bring comfy clothes and
waterproof shoes — let’s grow

something good together! 🌎🤝

Contact Tammy Heath to RSVP:
tammy.heath@mattaponi.gov or

(804) 824-7869
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In Loving Memory

Veronica “Roni” Reel
7/21/1948-5/27/2026

The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Off ices offer our deepest
condolences to the family of Tribal Citizen Roni Reel.
Roni was dedicated to her family and Tribe, showing

up to community events and showing her support. Her
memory will be a blessing and she is already dearly

missed.
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	This visit was coordinated by Pam Ortega, U.S. Coordinator based in Washington, D.C., along with Executive Director Christoph Jumplett of Germany. The visit is part of the RIAS Berlin Commission, a German-American journalism exchange program. This marks the third visit from the RIAS Berlin group to the Mattaponi Reservation over the past two years, demonstrating a continued and growing interest in learning about the Mattaponi people and their heritage. Plans are already underway for future visits, with the possibility of another delegation returning next year and in the years to come.
	In addition, the Mattaponi Tribe has hosted two other groups of German journalism students, further strengthening international connections and cultural exchange opportunities. These ongoing visits help share the story of the Mattaponi people with a global audience while fostering mutual understanding and respect.
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	MAY 2026 • EDITION 48
	MIT Staff Attends Governor’s Regional Readiness Summit
	✨Create • Connect • Relax✨
	Join the Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation for an afternoon of creativity and community at our Art of Beading Workshop!🧵Learn how to make beautiful beaded earrings while taking time to relax your mind and support your mental wellness through crafting.
	📅Saturday, June 13, 2026
	Whether you’re experienced or trying beading for the first time, all are welcome to come enjoy an afternoon of culture, creativity, and connection. And if you have a current project you’re working on, bring it with you to join in on the fun💚

	Citizen Appreciation Day
	Notary Services
	📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!   The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to provide FREE notary services to our Tribal Citizens! 🖊️   ✔️ Convenient   ✔️ Reliable   ✔️ Here to serve our community   📅 By Appointment Only   To schedule or ask questions, please contact:   📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)   📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)   We’re here to support you—reach out today to book your appointment.

	Federal Recognition Petition Update
	The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with Tribal Citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office at (804) 353-5908.

	Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens
	✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.
	✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30 PM. The next meeting will be held on June 18th, 2026, at the Community Building.
	✅The Environmental, Housing, and Administrative offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
	*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities, events, and unforeseen circumstances.


	highlight
	Get Yours Today!
	Materials cover topics such as:
	Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition
	Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church Newsletter Update
	Native American Sunday - June Edition
	Beginning in June, each Sunday service will include a special presentation in preparation for Native American Sunday. Each week, a different speaker will share insights on Indigenous history, culture, or traditions, helping our congregation learn, reflect, and celebrate our heritage.


	Future Events
	Youth Service – Honoring the Class of 2026 On July 19 at the 11:00 a.m. service, Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church will host a special Youth Service honoring our 2026 graduates. Please come out and support our youth as we celebrate their achievements and future endeavors.
	Vacation Bible School (VBS) Vacation Bible School will begin in July. More details, including dates and times, will be announced soon. Please stay tuned for more information as we prepare for this exciting and meaningful program for our children and families.
	June 2, 2026


	MATTAPONI HOUSING OFFICE
	Home Rehabilitation Program News
	This month, members of our housing team focused on home accessibility and safety. Our goal is to be equipped to meet the needs of Mattaponi citizens in all of their differing abilities. A large part of safety is ensuring the home can function for every member of the household as they pursue their day-to-day activities. Our staff enjoyed meeting with “aging in place” and accessibility experts to see how we can incorporate this knowledge into our rehab process.

	No Cost Assistance!
	Whether you are participating in the home rehab program or not, we would like to highlight a local resource that can help you attain accessibility upgrades at no cost to you. Bay Aging offers a free home accessibility program for qualified applicants. Ramps, grab bars, walk-in showers, and many other home modifications for accessibility are included. The Housing Office is here to help you apply!
	* More information on the Bay Aging program can be found below.


	Rehab Application Window
	The Mattaponi Home Rehabilitation Program Is Closed
	We wish to extend a heartfelt kenah (thank you!) to all those who showed interest in and applied for the second round of home rehabilitation. The application window is now closed, and our third round will be announced at a later date. Current applications are now under review, and applicants will be contacted shortly with the next steps. Thank you for trusting us with your rehab needs. We look forward to helping more Mattaponi citizens create safe, affordable, and sustainable homes.

	Mattaponi Home Maintenance
	May has brought the return of rain. Here is how to prepare your home!
	Clean pollen and debris from your your gutter systems.
	Avoid mosquito habitats: Ensure there is no standing water around your yard, such as that found in kids’ yard toys, open trash cans, pots, and other garden accessories.
	Trim bushes away from the house to allow for sunlight and airflow. This prevents mildew growth on your siding.
	Clear storm drains and ditches of debris to prevent rainwater from accumulating in your yard and home.
	Mattaponi Housing Office: Lois - 804-824-7884 Sarah - 804-824-7878
	Housing@mattaponi.gov
	Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing Rehabilitation lois.carter@mattaponi.gov
	Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab - sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov
	June 2, 2026



	MATTAPONI ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE
	May’s Water Monitoring
	The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River on May 6th for a high/low tide monitoring session.
	May 6th Monitoring
	·Air Temperature – 19.2°C / 66.56°F ·Dissolved Oxygen – 9.7 and 10.0 mg/l ·pH Level – 6.52 su ·Salinity – 0.0 ppt ·Water Clarity - 27.4 cm ·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F ·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.46 in ·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.26 in
	Looking ahead, the department will be conducting our water monitoring sessions on:

	Wednesday, June 3rd,          from 12pm - 2pm
	NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress
	The NOAA-funded project continues to make strong progress, with geotechnical fieldwork now completed across the selected project areas. This includes both boring and hand auger soil sampling, providing critical data to guide the next phase of work. Boring results have now been received and will be incorporated into the project design to help determine and ensure the long-term stability of the slope along the shoreline. The project design has now reached approximately 65% completion, bringing us closer to implementation. In the coming weeks, we will begin outreach to qualified contractors to review the updated plans, assess availability, and initiate the contracting and bidding process.



	Roots of Resilience Project -  Planting Events
	The Mattaponi Environmental Department recently completed its third and fourth native planting events, continuing ongoing efforts to restore culturally significant landscapes on the reservation. The third event was held exclusively for Tribal office employees, and the fourth event was held with environmental board members across the watershed. Together all events successfully helped the installation of native and cultural plants planned for this phase of the project. In addition to the fourth planting, the department hosted a board meeting with the York River Small Coastal Basin Roundtable board members, providing an opportunity for collaboration and discussion surrounding regional environmental stewardship and restoration initiatives.
	The newly planted areas already show promising signs of recovery and growth. Pollinator activity has noticeably increased, with bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects frequently visiting the site. In addition, the previously eroded areas are beginning to stabilize as the new plantings help build healthier soil and improve ground cover.
	Residents are warmly invited to stop by and take a look at the planting areas as they continue to grow throughout the season. While the spaces may appear newly planted now, many of these native species will spread over time, creating a lush and thriving habitat that supports wildlife, protects the land, and reflects the cultural importance of native plants to the Mattaponi people.
	Native Plants Restore Pollinators and Protect the Land
	This spring marked another major step forward in the Mattaponi Environmental Department’s habitat restoration work as crews and volunteers help complete the installation of culturally significant native plants during our four community planting events.
	One of the most exciting developments has been the immediate environmental response to the project. The planting areas, which previously suffered from erosion and sparse vegetation, are already attracting increased numbers of pollinators and showing early signs of healthier soil formation. Native plants play an important role in holding soil in place, improving water absorption, and creating habitat for local wildlife.
	The Environmental Department, Chief and Council would like to thank all volunteers and Tribal employees who participated in the planting efforts. Volunteers including returning volunteers from Dominion Energy who joined us once again for a second event, King William High School students, York River Stewardship, Mattaponi Pamunkey River Association, Friends of Dragon Run, and Machicomico State Park. Everyone's support continues to help strengthen environmental stewardship efforts on the reservation.
	Community members are encouraged to visit the planting sites and watch the transformation over the coming months and years. As the native plants mature and spread naturally, the area will become increasingly vibrant and full of life, demonstrating the long-term benefits of restoring native ecosystems through culturally grounded environmental work.
	The Environmental Department is already preparing for the last round of planting scheduled for Friday, June 5th, from 9am to 12pm, as we continue expanding restoration efforts across the reservation.
	Collaboration Opportunities Grow Through Visit to Upper Mattaponi Agriculture Program
	The Mattaponi Environmental Department recently toured the Upper Mattaponi agriculture program to learn more about their ongoing work in food systems, sustainable growing practices, and agricultural education. The visit provided valuable insight into their operations and highlighted strong opportunities for future collaboration between the two Tribes.
	During the tour, staff explored shared interests in culturally relevant agriculture, soil health, and traditional ecological knowledge. The Environmental Department is especially excited about the potential to expand partnerships that support food sovereignty and community-based growing initiatives.
	As a next step, the Environmental Department will be attending one of Upper Mattaponi’s upcoming classes focused on producing fish fertilizer and compost. This hands-on learning opportunity will further support knowledge exchange and strengthen practical skills that can be applied to ongoing and future environmental and agricultural projects on the Mattaponi Reservation.
	The department looks forward to continuing this growing relationship and building collaborative efforts that support sustainable agriculture and cultural revitalization for both communities.


	Fish Consumption Advisory
	Fish with Advisories: • Striped Bass • White Perch • Gizzard Shad • Largemouth Bass  Contaminants of Concern: • PCBs • Mercury

	As We Enter Hurricane & Tornado Season, Preparedness is Key
	Be Prepared. Stay Safe. Protect Your Family and Property.
	Hurricane and tornado season can bring dangerous winds, flooding, and power outages with little warning. Taking time now to prepare can help protect your family, home, livestock, and community.
	Create an Emergency Plan: Make sure members of your household know your plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate evacuation routes in case of infrastructure damage.
	Secure Property, Large Objects, and Remove Debris:  Minimize the presence of equipment, supplies, and debris that may become airborne during high winds or encountered in floodwaters. Clean out culverts, ditches, and other drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water damage. Trim week tree branches near home, barns, and powerlines.
	Document Inventory and Secure Important Records:  Documentation is critical for insurance compensation and recovery assistance. Take photos or videos of buildings, vehicles, equipment,  livestock, and property before a disaster occurs. You’ll likely need thorough records of any damage and losses sustained on your property as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery efforts. Store all important records in waterproof containers or digitally backed up.
	Gather Supplies:  Have drinking water, canned food, a generator and extra fuel available in case you lose power. Prepare an emergency kit with: first aid supplies, flashlight, extra batteries, cell phone chargers, and prescription medications. Have cash on hand in cases of widespread outages, when credit and debit cards may not work.

	Stay Informed:
	Monitor local weather updates and emergency alerts.
	Download the FEMA App for real-time emergency information and safety tips.
	Keep a battery-powered radio available during power outages.

	Tornado Safety Tips:
	Seek shelter immediately in a basement or interior room away from windows.
	Avoid mobile homes and vehicles during tornado warnings.
	Protect your head and neck with blankets, pillows, or helmets if possible.

	Hurricane Safety Tips:
	Evacuate immediately if local officials issue evacuation orders.
	Never drive through flooded roadways.
	Stay indoors and away from windows during high winds.


	Community Action Requested: King William County Technology Uses Ordinance Surveys
	The Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation is encouraging Tribal Citizens and King William County residents to complete the two surveys provided by the King William County Administrator’s Office regarding the proposed Technology Uses Ordinance. The surveys are: Community Communication and Engagement, and the second survey is Technology Uses Ordinance. Both surveys must be completed by July 15, 2026.
	The proposed ordinance would allow “by-right” technology-related development, including data centers, along the Route 30 and Route 360 corridors within King William County. “By-right” development means that once zoning and ordinance requirements are met, projects may move forward administratively without requiring additional public hearings, special use permits, or extensive review by the Board of Supervisors. This could significantly reduce opportunities for public input and community review on future technology and industrial developments.
	Current discussions and planning proposals include a data center development that would intake water from both the Mattaponi River and the Pamunkey River. These proposed developments raise serious concerns regarding increased industrial water withdrawals, impacts to river ecosystems, wastewater management, and long-term environmental effects on culturally and environmentally significant waterways.
	On April 27, 2026, the Chief, Tribal Council, staff members, and Pamunkey citizens attended and spoke at the King William Board of Supervisors meeting regarding concerns surrounding the proposed ordinance and the potential environmental impacts associated with large-scale data center development. Concerns raised included impacts to water quality, fisheries, wetlands, wildlife habitat, Tribal cultural resources, and the overall health of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers.
	Community participation is extremely important during this process. These surveys provide residents and Tribal citizens with an opportunity to voice their opinions, concerns, and priorities directly to county leadership as decisions regarding future development are being considered.
	We strongly encourage everyone to take a few moments to complete both surveys before the July 15, 2026 deadline and help ensure that the voices of our communities are heard.
	For additional information, please contact the King William County Administrator’s Office.
	Community Communication & Engagement Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SS8RRPX Technology Uses Ordinance Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZG387LP

	📅6/6/2026 (rain date 6/7/2026)

	In Loving Memory
	Veronica “Roni” Reel
	7/21/1948-5/27/2026



