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Powhatan Shinny League
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Mattaponi Indian Tribal Chief and Staff Attends
VA250 Celebration

Your paragraph text

Chief Mark Custalow and Tribal Staff Lois Custalow Carter attended the VA250
“America’s Semiquincentennial Celebration” held on April 25 , 2026, in Colonial

Williamsburg. The theme of Inspiring a Season of Civic Renewal was defined by Tribal
governance traditions that informed the democratic framework later adopted by the

United States. This powerful gathering brought together Indigenous voices from
across Virginia and beyond to reflect on our shared history, acknowledge our

resilience, and look ahead to the future. Through culture, ceremony, and
conversation, Tribal nations helped open this important commemoration in a

meaningful way. Topics included U.S. relations with Tribal nations, Haudenosaunee
influence on the American democratic governance model, and pre-foreign contact

with Indigenous nations in the US.
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Shinny season is in full swing! Fields and players
are warmed up and are ready to keep the

competition rolling. Please note the dates in
which shinny will be held here right on the

reservation: 

🏑Sunday, 5/17 @ 2pm
🏑Saturday, 7/4 (Citizen Appreciation Day) @

TBD 

Feel free to connect with the Powhatan Shinny
League on Facebook to keep up with more shinny

news!



Federal Recognition Petition Update
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✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for
new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.

✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30
PM. The next meeting will be held on May 21st, 2026, at the Community Building.

✅The Environmental, Housing, and Tribal Administrative offices are open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities and unforeseen
circumstances. 
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Notary Services

The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment
process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with
tribal citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued
patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions
regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office.

📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!  
The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to

provide FREE notary services to our Tribal
Citizens! 🖊️  
✔️ Convenient  
✔️ Reliable  

✔️ Here to serve our community  
📅 By Appointment Only  

To schedule or ask questions, please contact:  
📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)  
📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)  

We’re here to support you—reach out today to
book your appointment.

Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens



Brochures Provided by VTEC:
Virginia Tribal Education Consortium 

Brochures and printed resources
are available at the Mattaponi

Community Building. You’re
encouraged to stop by and pick up
information between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday.
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Students and families can now access a variety of career and education
brochures supplied by VTEC. 

•  Trade and industrial career
pathways
•  College planning and choosing
the right program
•  Scholarship opportunities
•  Financial aid guidance
•  Career readiness and success
strategies
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Get Yours Today!

Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition
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Materials cover topics such as:

The Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer
Coalition (VA‑NNAC) continues its monthly tribal‑led

partnership with VCU Massey Cancer Center
representatives, dedicated to reducing cancer
disparities among Virginia’s Tribal Nations. The
coalition strengthens cancer prevention, early

detection, and access to care through culturally
grounded, community‑driven strategies.

VA‑NNAC collaborates with Tribal leaders and tribal
lead representatives from 11 Virginia Tribes, health

professionals, and public health partners to support
education, screening, patient navigation, and data

sovereignty. Its work honors Tribal sovereignty,
respects cultural traditions, and ensures that

cancer‑related initiatives reflect the priorities of
Virginia’s Native communities.
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👣 Nation to Nation Walking Initiative 👣
The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation invites community members to join

us in person or in spirit for daily walks around the Reservation as we
symbolically “walk” the distance between Tribal Nations across Turtle Island. 

Whether you walk every day or stop by when you can, all are welcome to
participate in person or in spirit! Our first tribal nation to “walk” to is the

Pamunkey Reservation. 

📍 Meet at the Community Building
🕛 Daily, Monday–Friday at Noon

🌦 Weather Permitting

🔗If you can’t join us in person, add your mileage using this link!

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=N1Hv361cSkCqx_djl4mQ714kmPO5kQRHiYwYVKtUYX9UNzNRU0xNR01FWEU1VzNVM0ZTOFgxNENBRS4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwY2xjawRvGrNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFaVGhTMzR3a2l6NE51NHNuc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHpfPyhirwNZRirz9HxhYuJzfsFTlWZogQj9GEc-xclrbAwoLa6gDKOtECIUj_aem_L1XHTjPyd-V_e4SFJm5z0A


Cultural Class Highlights: Gourd Painting &
Frybread Workshop
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On April 12th, we got our hands dirty making and enjoying our very own
frybread during the Frybread Workshop, led by Tribal Citizen Crystal Burton.

Citizens had the chance to measure, mix, and knead their own frybread dough
to take home, as well as enjoy a frybread meal. Citizens also participated in a
native seed and plant swap, with multiple plants provided by several Tribal

Citizens. It was a great day of fellowship, activities, and good eating.

We held a very special gourd painting workshop on March 21 , led by Tribal
Citizen/Director of Tribal Services - Housing Rehabilitation Lois Custalow Carter and

Tribal Citizen/ Director of Housing: Rehab Sarah Quint. Citizens were able to paint
gourds, share stories, and celebrate notable women in the Mattaponi Indian Tribe as

March was Women’s History Month. A special kenah (thank you) to the Upper
Mattaponi Agricultural Department for graciously supplying the gourds for us!

st
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Save the Date!

Save The Date! The Mattaponi Indian Tribe &
Reservation’s 28th Annual Pow Wow will be held

on June 20th, 2026. Grounds open at 10 a.m.,
with Grand Entry at 12 p.m. Parking $5 per

person, more details to follow.



Upcoming Community Event! 

Come get your hands dirty and enjoy an evening of fellowship and creativity! Be
an important part of a bigger project by making pots/planters and planting seeds

in our raised beds! 
₊˚ʚ 🌱 ₊˚✧ ﾟ.

This initiative will be led by Tribal Citizen/Environmental Director Tammy Heath
and Environmental Manager Caitlin Lange.

₊˚ʚ 🌱 ₊˚✧ ﾟ.
Registration is encouraged using this link! 7
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*All
supplies
will be
provided.

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/4jMSBpKuJ6


Fish Consumption Advisory
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 The Virginia Department of Health has issued a fish consumption advisory for
portions of the Mattaponi River in the York River Basin. This advisory applies

to the area from Route 628 downstream approximately 55 miles to the
confluence with the Pamunkey River (within King William County and King &

Queen County).

Recommended Consumption Limit:
Adults should eat no more than 2 meals

per month of these fish caught in the
affected area.

While we understand that fishing remains
an important tradition and livelihood for

many in our tribal community, we also
recognize the importance of

communicating the risks. This advisory is
meant to help residents make informed
decisions to protect their health while

continuing to enjoy the river responsibly.
 If you fish in this area of the Mattaponi

River, please keep these recommendations
in mind when consuming your catch.

 Fish with Advisories:
• Striped Bass
• White Perch
• Gizzard Shad

• Largemouth Bass
 Contaminants of Concern:

• PCBs
• Mercury
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Representatives from two Tribal Nations provided public comment at
the King William Board of Supervisors meeting on April 27 , 2026,

regarding discussions of a possible Data Center. During comments, both
Tribes expressed the desire to not allow disruptions to neither the

Mattaponi nor Pamunkey Rivers as talk progresses towards planning. We
stand to protect the resource that has provided critical sustenance for

generations—supporting our people through fishing that feeds our
families. 

th

Departments also raised concerns about proposed “by-right”
regulations that could allow qualifying landowners to move forward with
developments like data centers without a public comment period. These

changes could limit community input on projects with significant
environmental and cultural impacts. Community members who wish to
voice their concerns are encouraged to attend or contact the Board of

Supervisors during their bimonthly meetings to stay informed and
engaged.

Fighting Back



Church Gospel Sing
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Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church Newsletter Update

The Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church had the pleasure of hearing
some truly inspiring gospel music this past Sunday. The church was

packed, and the spirit in the room felt just like our annual
homecoming event. Pastor Kevin graciously turned over his sermon
hour to the music group, allowing everyone to enjoy some good old-

fashioned Solid Rock bluegrass gospel.
Following the service, we gathered for a fellowship luncheon on the

beautiful grounds of our Church. The food was delicious, and the
fellowship was great, filled with laughter, conversation, and shared joy.
It was a wonderful day filled with music, community, and faith—a great

time that will be remembered fondly by all who attended.
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(804) 353-5908 mattaponi@mattaponi.gov Mattaponi.gov

Native American Sunday - June Edition

Future Events

                                                        Beginning in June, each Sunday service will include a special
presentation in preparation for Native American Sunday. Each week, a different speaker will share

insights on Indigenous history, culture, or traditions, helping our congregation learn, reflect, and
celebrate our heritage.

Youth Service – Honoring the Class of 2026
On July 19 at the 11:00 a.m. service, Mattaponi Indian Baptist

Church will host a special Youth Service honoring our 2026
graduates. Please come out and support our youth as we

celebrate their achievements and future endeavors.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Vacation Bible School will begin in July. More details, including dates and times, will be
announced soon. Please stay tuned for more information as we prepare for this exciting

and meaningful program for our children and families.



Home Rehabilitation Program News

3 GUTTER INSTALLATIONS

1 FULL HOUSE INSULATION

1 WATER HEATER
2 NEW HVACS 

1 SIDING REPLACEMENT

1 HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL

Wrapping Up Round One!
March and April were busy with hammers, nails, and hard work! Construction

through our Home Rehabilitation Program began for homes of qualified
applicants, both on and off the reservation! This HUD-funded initiative is proud
to support both locally-owned and Native-owned businesses as we pursue safe
and affordable housing for our citizens. Round one of rehab is quickly wrapping

up. Check out the progress so far! 

2 NEW WINDOWS & 1 NEW EXTERIOR DOOR
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May 11, 2026

MATTAPONI HOUSING
OFFICE 
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3 NEW ROOFS & 2 ROOF REPAIRS 

2 NEW BATHROOMS

1 HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE SHOWER

4 NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT APPLIANCES

2 REPAIRED FOUNDATIONS & STRUCTURAL REPAIRS

2 NEW FLOORS

2 ELECTRICAL REPAIRS AND UPGRADES
AND MORE TO

COME! 



 

Pollen Clean Up and Allergy Prevention
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Mattaponi Housing Office:
Lois - 804-824-7884

Sarah - 804-824-7878

Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing
Rehabilitation

lois.carter@mattaponi.gov

Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab -
sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov

Housing@mattaponi.gov 12

Run a HEPA air purifier in each room of your
home

Open Application
Window

Use high-grade MERV filters in your HVAC
system

Deep clean the fiber surfaces of your home:
carpet, curtains, furniture, mattresses

Don’t forget to bathe the pets! Pets track in
pollen on their fur as they go in and out the

house. 

Clean window screens and sills before opening
the windows

Mattaponi Home Maintenance

The Mattaponi Home Rehabilitation Program Is
Open For Application! 

Are you or someone you know interested in the housing rehabilitation program? Our
second round of applications is open through May 21st. Please feel free to email or visit

the Housing Office to receive your application.  

3 Ways to Learn About the Mattaponi Housing Rehabilitation Program

By Appointment
Book an appointment with the Housing Office

Call
Lois Custalow Carter- 804-824-7884  or Sarah Quint - 804-824-7878

Email
housing@mattaponi.gov
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Make Your Home Accessible

 Bay Aging is offering a free home accessibility program for qualified applicants.
Ramps, grab bars, walk-in showers, and many other home modifications for

accessibility are included. The Housing Office is here to help you apply! 
* More information on the program can be found below. 
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MATTAPONI
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE 

March and April’s Water Monitoring
The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River on March

4th and April 1st for a high tide monitoring sessions. 

March 4th Monitoring
·Air Temperature – 19.2°C / 66.56°F
·Dissolved Oxygen – 9.7 and 10.0 mg/l
·pH Level – 6.52 su
·Salinity – 0.0 ppt
·Water Clarity - 27.4 cm
·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F
·Bacteria - Did not test this month
·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.46 in
·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.26 in

  Wednesday, May 8th, 
 from 12pm - 2pm

       Wednesday, June 3rd,       
  from 12pm - 2pm
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Looking ahead to May and
June, we will be conducting

our water monitoring sessions
on:

April 1st Monitoring
·Air Temperature – 28.3°C / 82.94°F
·Dissolved Oxygen – 7.4 and 7.4 mg/l
·pH Level – 6.23
·Salinity – 0.0
·Water Clarity - 22
·Water Temperature – 17.1°C / 62.78°F
·Bacteria - Did not test this month
·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.1 in
·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.1 in

NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress

The NOAA-funded project continues to make strong progress, with
geotechnical fieldwork now completed across the selected project

areas. This includes both boring and hand auger soil sampling,
providing critical data to guide the next phase of work. Project

design has now reached approximately 65% completion, bringing us
closer to implementation. In the coming weeks, we will begin
outreach to qualified contractors to review the plans, assess

availability, and initiate the contracting process.
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Roots of Resilience Project 

Roots of Resilience Planting Events
Our Roots of Resilience project, supported by the Restoring Our Relatives grant from the
First Nations Development Institute, continues to grow with the successful completion of
two planting events along the Living Shoreline. Thanks to the dedication of our team and

volunteers, several hundred native plants have already been established, helping to
strengthen shoreline stability and restore vital habitat. Species planted so far include

three square, hibiscus, swamp milkweed, arrow arum, duck potato, and buttonbush, each
chosen for their ecological and cultural importance.

There is still more work to be done, and we welcome community members who would like
to lend a hand as we continue planting in the coming weeks. Another planting event is

scheduled for later this month, offering a great opportunity to get involved, learn about
native plants, and support the health of our waterways.

Thank you to the volunteers from King William High School, Dominion Energy, and our
local community members for all of your hard work and support. Your time, effort, and

dedication truly made a difference, and we greatly appreciate everyone who came
together to help!
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Water Quality, Soil and Plant Tissue Testing
The Environmental Department continues its ongoing water quality, soil, and plant tissue testing,

with recent results showing strong, positive outcomes. Over the past few months, testing has
indicated abundant nutrients in both the soil and plant life, including the newly established

vegetation along the shoreline. These findings reflect the success of recent planting efforts and the
overall health of the ecosystem.

Water quality monitoring also remains a priority, with regular assessments conducted to identify
any potential concerns. At this time, no specific issues have been detected, and conditions remain
stable. This continued monitoring ensures we can respond quickly and effectively to protect our

natural resources.

 Four Sisters Gardening Project

The Environmental Department has begun a small garden featuring the Four Sisters, beans,
squash, sunflowers, and corn, all of which have now been planted. This traditional planting
method reflects generations of Indigenous agricultural knowledge and emphasizes balance,

cooperation, and sustainability. As we continue to grow this space, we invite community members
to come out, try their hand at gardening, and learn alongside us.

We also welcome plant donations as we work toward building a larger agriculture program for the
Tribe. Whether you’re experienced or just curious, this is a great opportunity to connect with the

land, share knowledge, and be part of something growing.
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Community Navigator Project

Washington D.C. Grant Training
As part of the Community Navigator grant, the Environmental Director 

recently attended a grant training in Washington, D.C. This training focused on strengthening
skills in grant coordination, management, and acquisition to support the continued growth of

the Environmental Department. The knowledge gained will also help expand internal capacity by
supporting and educating other Tribal departments in pursuing funding opportunities.

These efforts are an important step toward building long-term sustainability and ensuring the
Tribe is well-positioned to secure and manage future grants.

Grant Reporting

The Environmental Department has successfully submitted required reports for both the NOAA
grant and the Community Navigator grant, marking an important milestone for each project. The

Community Navigator report reflects progress at the halfway point, while the NOAA report
ensures continued compliance and documentation of ongoing work. Both submissions included

all required details and were completed on time.
Work under both grants continues to move forward, with ongoing efforts supporting

environmental stewardship, community engagement, and long-term planning.

Grant Application Progress
Over the past two months, the Environmental Department has been actively advancing its

funding efforts by submitting five grant applications and three letters of inquiry focused on
ecological restoration, agriculture, water resources, and hatchery development initiatives for

the Tribe.

These efforts reflect a continued push to secure resources that support long-term
environmental stewardship and program growth. One of the letters of inquiry was successfully
advanced, with the funder requesting a full grant proposal for further consideration. Additional

updates on the status of all submissions will be shared as they become available.
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The event also provided an opportunity to connect with other
participating organizations and community partners. These

connections may help open doors for future collaboration and
shared environmental initiatives in the region.

The Environmental Department recently attended a tree giveaway
event sponsored by the York River Steward at King William High

School. Staff assisted in distributing 400 native trees to local
residents, helping promote reforestation efforts and support

healthier local ecosystems.

Community Collaboration in a Tree Giveaway

University of Richmond Consultation

The Environmental Department and Tribal Administration recently received a presentation from
consulting students at the University of Richmond, who shared recommendations on strategies

to help secure funding for reopening the Mattaponi Hatchery. The presentation provided
valuable insight into targeted grant opportunities, funding approaches, and ways to strengthen

applications.

Following these recommendations, the Department has already applied for several of the
suggested grants and will continue exploring the strategies presented. These efforts support a

broader goal of securing sustainable funding for environmental priorities identified by the Tribal
Council.

Pamunkey Mussel Alliance Meeting

The Environmental Department recently attended a
Pamunkey Mussel Alliance meeting, where staff connected
with regional partners to explore future opportunities for

growth and potential use of the Mattaponi hatchery. These
conversations focused on strengthening partnerships and

identifying ways the hatchery could support restoration and
aquaculture efforts moving forward.

The meeting also provided valuable insight into the progress of other hatchery programs,
including their general operations, work with species such as shad, and various funding

sources. These discussions highlighted potential avenues for future grant opportunities and
program development that the Department plans to explore further.
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State Water Board Meeting

The Environmental Department recently attended the Virginia State Water Board meeting in
Richmond to stay informed on current regulatory developments and potential environmental
concerns. During the meeting, issues were raised regarding a pending permit modification that

could allow for discharges into the Rappahannock River, prompting concern about possible
impacts to water quality.

Caroline County was not specifically addressed at this time, but the Department will continue to
closely monitor updates and actions from the State Water Board and the Department of

Environmental Quality. Ongoing engagement ensures the Tribe remains informed and prepared to
respond to any developments that may affect local waterways.
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	Chief Mark Custalow and Tribal Staff Lois Custalow Carter attended the VA250 “America’s Semiquincentennial Celebration” held on April 25th, 2026, in Colonial Williamsburg. The theme of Inspiring a Season of Civic Renewal was defined by Tribal governance traditions that informed the democratic framework later adopted by the United States. This powerful gathering brought together Indigenous voices from across Virginia and beyond to reflect on our shared history, acknowledge our resilience, and look ahead to the future. Through culture, ceremony, and conversation, Tribal nations helped open this important commemoration in a meaningful way. Topics included U.S. relations with Tribal nations, Haudenosaunee influence on the American democratic governance model, and pre-foreign contact with Indigenous nations in the US.
	Your paragraph text


	Powhatan Shinny League
	Shinny season is in full swing! Fields and players are warmed up and are ready to keep the competition rolling. Please note the dates in which shinny will be held here right on the reservation:
	🏑Sunday, 5/17 @ 2pm 🏑Saturday, 7/4 (Citizen Appreciation Day) @ TBD
	Feel free to connect with the Powhatan Shinny League on Facebook to keep up with more shinny news!

	Notary Services
	📣 Now Offering FREE Notary Services!   The Mattaponi Indian Tribal Office is proud to provide FREE notary services to our Tribal Citizens! 🖊️   ✔️ Convenient   ✔️ Reliable   ✔️ Here to serve our community   📅 By Appointment Only   To schedule or ask questions, please contact:   📞 Loyita Custalow – (804-824-7855)   📞 Sara Jefferson – (804-824-7896)   We’re here to support you—reach out today to book your appointment.

	Federal Recognition Petition Update
	The Mattaponi Tribe’s federal recognition petition remains under review by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Tribe continues to work diligently through the federal acknowledgment process and is awaiting active consideration for phase I. Future updates will be shared with tribal citizens as soon as new information becomes available. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding, and support as we move forward together. If you have questions regarding enrollment renewals, please contact the Mattaponi Tribal Office.

	Friendly Reminders for Tribal Citizens
	✅Check the Mattaponi Indian Tribal Citizens’ official Facebook page periodically for new fliers, upcoming community updates, and initiatives.
	✅Tribal meetings for Enrolled Resident Citizens are held every 3rd Thursday at 6:30 PM. The next meeting will be held on May 21st, 2026, at the Community Building.
	✅The Environmental, Housing, and Tribal Administrative offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
	*Please note that hours may vary due to off‑site project activities and unforeseen circumstances.


	highlight
	Get Yours Today!
	Materials cover topics such as:
	Virginia Native Nations Against Cancer Coalition

	🔗If you can’t join us in person, add your mileage using this link!
	Cultural Class Highlights: Gourd Painting & Frybread Workshop
	We held a very special gourd painting workshop on March 21st, led by Tribal Citizen/Director of Tribal Services - Housing Rehabilitation Lois Custalow Carter and Tribal Citizen/ Director of Housing: Rehab Sarah Quint. Citizens were able to paint gourds, share stories, and celebrate notable women in the Mattaponi Indian Tribe as March was Women’s History Month. A special kenah (thank you) to the Upper Mattaponi Agricultural Department for graciously supplying the gourds for us!
	On April 12th, we got our hands dirty making and enjoying our very own frybread during the Frybread Workshop, led by Tribal Citizen Crystal Burton. Citizens had the chance to measure, mix, and knead their own frybread dough to take home, as well as enjoy a frybread meal. Citizens also participated in a native seed and plant swap, with multiple plants provided by several Tribal Citizens. It was a great day of fellowship, activities, and good eating.


	Save the Date!
	Save The Date! The Mattaponi Indian Tribe & Reservation’s 28th Annual Pow Wow will be held on June 20th, 2026. Grounds open at 10 a.m., with Grand Entry at 12 p.m. Parking $5 per person, more details to follow.
	Upcoming Community Event!
	*All supplies will be provided.
	Come get your hands dirty and enjoy an evening of fellowship and creativity! Be an important part of a bigger project by making pots/planters and planting seeds in our raised beds!  ₊˚ʚ 🌱 ₊˚✧ ﾟ. This initiative will be led by Tribal Citizen/Environmental Director Tammy Heath and Environmental Manager Caitlin Lange. ₊˚ʚ 🌱 ₊˚✧ ﾟ. Registration is encouraged using this link!

	Fish Consumption Advisory
	The Virginia Department of Health has issued a fish consumption advisory for portions of the Mattaponi River in the York River Basin. This advisory applies to the area from Route 628 downstream approximately 55 miles to the confluence with the Pamunkey River (within King William County and King & Queen County).
	Fish with Advisories: • Striped Bass • White Perch • Gizzard Shad • Largemouth Bass  Contaminants of Concern: • PCBs • Mercury
	Recommended Consumption Limit: Adults should eat no more than 2 meals per month of these fish caught in the affected area. While we understand that fishing remains an important tradition and livelihood for many in our tribal community, we also recognize the importance of communicating the risks. This advisory is meant to help residents make informed decisions to protect their health while continuing to enjoy the river responsibly.  If you fish in this area of the Mattaponi River, please keep these recommendations in mind when consuming your catch.


	Fighting Back
	Representatives from two Tribal Nations provided public comment at the King William Board of Supervisors meeting on April 27th, 2026, regarding discussions of a possible Data Center. During comments, both Tribes expressed the desire to not allow disruptions to neither the Mattaponi nor Pamunkey Rivers as talk progresses towards planning. We stand to protect the resource that has provided critical sustenance for generations—supporting our people through fishing that feeds our families.
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	The Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church had the pleasure of hearing some truly inspiring gospel music this past Sunday. The church was packed, and the spirit in the room felt just like our annual homecoming event. Pastor Kevin graciously turned over his sermon hour to the music group, allowing everyone to enjoy some good old-fashioned Solid Rock bluegrass gospel. Following the service, we gathered for a fellowship luncheon on the beautiful grounds of our Church. The food was delicious, and the fellowship was great, filled with laughter, conversation, and shared joy. It was a wonderful day filled with music, community, and faith—a great time that will be remembered fondly by all who attended.
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	MATTAPONI HOUSING OFFICE
	Home Rehabilitation Program News
	Wrapping Up Round One! March and April were busy with hammers, nails, and hard work! Construction through our Home Rehabilitation Program began for homes of qualified applicants, both on and off the reservation! This HUD-funded initiative is proud to support both locally-owned and Native-owned businesses as we pursue safe and affordable housing for our citizens. Round one of rehab is quickly wrapping up. Check out the progress so far!
	2 NEW BATHROOMS
	2 NEW FLOORS
	1 WATER HEATER
	2 NEW HVACS
	3 GUTTER INSTALLATIONS
	1 SIDING REPLACEMENT
	1 FULL HOUSE INSULATION
	1 HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL
	4 NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT APPLIANCES
	2 ELECTRICAL REPAIRS AND UPGRADES
	2 NEW WINDOWS & 1 NEW EXTERIOR DOOR
	2 REPAIRED FOUNDATIONS & STRUCTURAL REPAIRS
	3 NEW ROOFS & 2 ROOF REPAIRS
	1 HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE SHOWER


	Open Application Window
	The Mattaponi Home Rehabilitation Program Is Open For Application!
	Are you or someone you know interested in the housing rehabilitation program? Our second round of applications is open through May 21st. Please feel free to email or visit the Housing Office to receive your application.
	3 Ways to Learn About the Mattaponi Housing Rehabilitation Program
	Email
	housing@mattaponi.gov

	By Appointment
	Book an appointment with the Housing Office

	Call
	Lois Custalow Carter- 804-824-7884  or Sarah Quint - 804-824-7878


	Mattaponi Home Maintenance
	Pollen Clean Up and Allergy Prevention
	Use high-grade MERV filters in your HVAC system
	Deep clean the fiber surfaces of your home: carpet, curtains, furniture, mattresses
	Clean window screens and sills before opening the windows
	Run a HEPA air purifier in each room of your home
	Don’t forget to bathe the pets! Pets track in pollen on their fur as they go in and out the house.
	Lois Custalow Carter, Director of Tribal Services - Housing Rehabilitation lois.carter@mattaponi.gov
	Mattaponi Housing Office: Lois - 804-824-7884 Sarah - 804-824-7878
	Housing@mattaponi.gov
	Sarah Quint, Director of Housing: Rehab - sarah.quint@mattaponi.gov


	Make Your Home Accessible
	May 11, 2026


	MATTAPONI ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE
	March and April’s Water Monitoring
	The Environmental Department collected a water sample from the Mattaponi River on March 4th and April 1st for a high tide monitoring sessions.
	March 4th Monitoring
	·Air Temperature – 19.2°C / 66.56°F ·Dissolved Oxygen – 9.7 and 10.0 mg/l ·pH Level – 6.52 su ·Salinity – 0.0 ppt ·Water Clarity - 27.4 cm ·Water Temperature – 8.1°C / 46.58°F ·Bacteria - Did not test this month ·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.46 in ·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.26 in

	April 1st Monitoring
	·Air Temperature – 28.3°C / 82.94°F ·Dissolved Oxygen – 7.4 and 7.4 mg/l ·pH Level – 6.23 ·Salinity – 0.0 ·Water Clarity - 22 ·Water Temperature – 17.1°C / 62.78°F ·Bacteria - Did not test this month ·Rainfall 7-day Accumulation - 0.1 in ·Rainfall 48-hour Accumulation - 0.1 in
	Looking ahead to May and June, we will be conducting our water monitoring sessions on:

	Wednesday, May 8th,   from 12pm - 2pm        Wednesday, June 3rd,          from 12pm - 2pm
	NOAA Project - Boring and Engineering Design Progress
	The NOAA-funded project continues to make strong progress, with geotechnical fieldwork now completed across the selected project areas. This includes both boring and hand auger soil sampling, providing critical data to guide the next phase of work. Project design has now reached approximately 65% completion, bringing us closer to implementation. In the coming weeks, we will begin outreach to qualified contractors to review the plans, assess availability, and initiate the contracting process.



	Roots of Resilience Project
	Roots of Resilience Planting Events
	Our Roots of Resilience project, supported by the Restoring Our Relatives grant from the First Nations Development Institute, continues to grow with the successful completion of two planting events along the Living Shoreline. Thanks to the dedication of our team and volunteers, several hundred native plants have already been established, helping to strengthen shoreline stability and restore vital habitat. Species planted so far include three square, hibiscus, swamp milkweed, arrow arum, duck potato, and buttonbush, each chosen for their ecological and cultural importance.
	There is still more work to be done, and we welcome community members who would like to lend a hand as we continue planting in the coming weeks. Another planting event is scheduled for later this month, offering a great opportunity to get involved, learn about native plants, and support the health of our waterways.
	Thank you to the volunteers from King William High School, Dominion Energy, and our local community members for all of your hard work and support. Your time, effort, and dedication truly made a difference, and we greatly appreciate everyone who came together to help!

	Water Quality, Soil and Plant Tissue Testing
	The Environmental Department continues its ongoing water quality, soil, and plant tissue testing, with recent results showing strong, positive outcomes. Over the past few months, testing has indicated abundant nutrients in both the soil and plant life, including the newly established vegetation along the shoreline. These findings reflect the success of recent planting efforts and the overall health of the ecosystem.
	Water quality monitoring also remains a priority, with regular assessments conducted to identify any potential concerns. At this time, no specific issues have been detected, and conditions remain stable. This continued monitoring ensures we can respond quickly and effectively to protect our natural resources.
	Four Sisters Gardening Project
	The Environmental Department has begun a small garden featuring the Four Sisters, beans, squash, sunflowers, and corn, all of which have now been planted. This traditional planting method reflects generations of Indigenous agricultural knowledge and emphasizes balance, cooperation, and sustainability. As we continue to grow this space, we invite community members to come out, try their hand at gardening, and learn alongside us.
	We also welcome plant donations as we work toward building a larger agriculture program for the Tribe. Whether you’re experienced or just curious, this is a great opportunity to connect with the land, share knowledge, and be part of something growing.
	Community Navigator Project

	Washington D.C. Grant Training
	As part of the Community Navigator grant, the Environmental Director  recently attended a grant training in Washington, D.C. This training focused on strengthening skills in grant coordination, management, and acquisition to support the continued growth of the Environmental Department. The knowledge gained will also help expand internal capacity by supporting and educating other Tribal departments in pursuing funding opportunities.
	These efforts are an important step toward building long-term sustainability and ensuring the Tribe is well-positioned to secure and manage future grants.

	Grant Application Progress
	Over the past two months, the Environmental Department has been actively advancing its funding efforts by submitting five grant applications and three letters of inquiry focused on ecological restoration, agriculture, water resources, and hatchery development initiatives for the Tribe.
	These efforts reflect a continued push to secure resources that support long-term environmental stewardship and program growth. One of the letters of inquiry was successfully advanced, with the funder requesting a full grant proposal for further consideration. Additional updates on the status of all submissions will be shared as they become available.



	Grant Reporting
	The Environmental Department has successfully submitted required reports for both the NOAA grant and the Community Navigator grant, marking an important milestone for each project. The Community Navigator report reflects progress at the halfway point, while the NOAA report ensures continued compliance and documentation of ongoing work. Both submissions included all required details and were completed on time. Work under both grants continues to move forward, with ongoing efforts supporting environmental stewardship, community engagement, and long-term planning.
	University of Richmond Consultation
	The Environmental Department and Tribal Administration recently received a presentation from consulting students at the University of Richmond, who shared recommendations on strategies to help secure funding for reopening the Mattaponi Hatchery. The presentation provided valuable insight into targeted grant opportunities, funding approaches, and ways to strengthen applications.
	Following these recommendations, the Department has already applied for several of the suggested grants and will continue exploring the strategies presented. These efforts support a broader goal of securing sustainable funding for environmental priorities identified by the Tribal Council.

	Community Collaboration in a Tree Giveaway
	The Environmental Department recently attended a tree giveaway event sponsored by the York River Steward at King William High School. Staff assisted in distributing 400 native trees to local residents, helping promote reforestation efforts and support healthier local ecosystems.
	The event also provided an opportunity to connect with other participating organizations and community partners. These connections may help open doors for future collaboration and shared environmental initiatives in the region.

	Pamunkey Mussel Alliance Meeting
	The Environmental Department recently attended a Pamunkey Mussel Alliance meeting, where staff connected with regional partners to explore future opportunities for growth and potential use of the Mattaponi hatchery. These conversations focused on strengthening partnerships and identifying ways the hatchery could support restoration and aquaculture efforts moving forward.
	The meeting also provided valuable insight into the progress of other hatchery programs, including their general operations, work with species such as shad, and various funding sources. These discussions highlighted potential avenues for future grant opportunities and program development that the Department plans to explore further.

	State Water Board Meeting
	The Environmental Department recently attended the Virginia State Water Board meeting in Richmond to stay informed on current regulatory developments and potential environmental concerns. During the meeting, issues were raised regarding a pending permit modification that could allow for discharges into the Rappahannock River, prompting concern about possible impacts to water quality.
	Caroline County was not specifically addressed at this time, but the Department will continue to closely monitor updates and actions from the State Water Board and the Department of Environmental Quality. Ongoing engagement ensures the Tribe remains informed and prepared to respond to any developments that may affect local waterways.



